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IN TONE BY NIGERIAN STANDARDS» CRITICIMS PROBABLY REFLECTS 
CHANGE IN REBELS? EXPECTATION OF ANOTHER SWITCH IN AWOLOWO 
| LOAYALTY IN THEIR FAVOR 
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There is enclosed the text of a press satement issued by the Nigerian 
Embassy in Daker on August 31, 1967, which has been circulated to other 

Embassies in Dakar (received by this Embassy September 6), which statec, 
inter alia: "Following some prejudiced and unbalanced reports in 
certain sections of the American and European Press, and an American 
Government expression of regret over recent limited purchuse of arms 
by the Nigerian Government on @ commercial basis from some East European 
nations including the Soviet Union, the Federal Military Government of 
Nigeria has lodged a formal protest with both the American and British | 
Governments." The statement goes on to say that the Nigerian Govern~ 
ment "regrets that the American Government has refused in recent months 
to issue permits for /arms/ purchases by Nigeria... at the same time 
_ American and other Western Governments have failed to prevent the 
intolerable and scandalous situation in which private Wester arms 
dealers have organized massive supplies of 911 types of arms to rebels 


Li 


. in Eastern Nigeria... 

ao Comment: The Nigerian Chargé in Dakar, G.O. George, has taken the same 
me ES - line vin conversations with foreign diplomats. It is Significant that 
nae bh the local press failed to report either the fact or the contents of 
iuty a the Nigerian Embassy's press statement. This is consonant with the 
a os Senegalese Government's policy of edopting a strict "hands ofr" policy 
a eo of neutrality in the Nigerian conflict. The Senegalese Government 
oe failed to issue a statement of support for Lagos when a Nigerian Govern- 
eR *. ment delegation headed by the Minister of Public Works and Housing and 
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Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs visited Dakar August 
2=7 (A-32, August 18, 1967). Moreove.., Senegalese Foreign Ministry 
officials have been extremely noncommittal in private discussions 

with Embassy officers, asserting thet the Nigerien civil war is a 
purely internal matter, In a conversation with the Chargé in September 7 
(Dakar 602), President SENGHOR even took a line which was in effect 
weighted in favor of Biafra, saying that he did not care whether Nigeria 
ended up as a federation, confederation >» OF group Of semi-autonomous 
states and that he hed written GOWON saying that the Nigerian Government 
should negotiate with the responsible officisls of Biafra. The 
Secretary General of the Foreign Ministry on September 12 made mich the 
same point, steting that the Nigerien Government would have to tere 

: . “a more realistic position" on the question of negotiations with Uowon, 
and that Nigerian unity could not be assured through military means 
alone but would have to be based on political compromise and aecomoda- 
tion. 
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Two front-page articles of interest appeared in the 12 September 1967 
edition of the Cameroon Times, one of the two daily newspapers in 
the country and the only one published in English. 
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One article announces a ban on publications relating to the 

Nigerian conflict, within itumba Division, which has a common border 
with "Kiafra."' The sale or wearin;, of aiy article of aress bearing 
the photograph of any #igerian or "biafran" leader is also forbidden, 


and persons already in possession of such apparel are advised to 
destroy it. 


The other article reports that Cameroonian students at Nigerian 
universities (including universities located in "Biafra") are being 
transferred elsewhere in comnection with the conflict. The 
students, both government and privately sponsored, are, the 

article indicates, to be given their choice of universities in 
Africa at which to pursue their studies. 
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| CAMEROON TIMES, ae SEPTEMBER 1967 


' Cameroonians who have 
been studying at universi- 
ties in Nigeria ‘and the self- 
proclaimed - Republic of 
Biafr ra are to be transfer- 


red’. ‘to other - universities. 


in Africa.. The ' arrange- 
ment is being made in view 


‘of the corral. troubles in 


that country... 
a Revealing this in an exclusive 


interview with the Cameroon 
Times yresterday. shortly after 


his: ‘arrival from. Yaoundé, the’ 


President - General of the Na- 


tional Union of Cameroon Stu- - 


dents in Africa, Mr..D. N. Fo- 
sah ‘said the decision followed 


talks" he helg with the Mister 


of. “Education, Youth and Cult- 


. ure, Mr. William Bteki, Mbou- 


pet Continued ‘from ‘page by 
According to "Mr. .Fosah, the 


“Minister, of duestion Promised , 


: agencies and 


‘effect : ithe: : “transfers, * 


ked to select the universities | 
in Africa which they would at- 
tend, The delegation comprised 
Messrs L. P..G. Pufong of Yaoun- 
de University and J.N. Nuoko 
of University of Nsukka. 


'- He gave some names of the 


universities in Africa which 
students could select as: The 
Universities of Ghana, Legon; 
University of Cape Coast; Uni- 
versity of Science and Techno- 
logy, Kumasi, Ghana; University 
of Fourah ‘Bay, Sierra Leone; 
University .of Njala, Sierra 
Leone; University of East Africa 
with colleges in Nairobi, Dar-es- 
Salaam ‘and Kampala; Uaiver-: 
sity . ‘of Sudan, Khartoum and 
University of Addis Ababa. 
Students . being transferred 
from the’ five universities in 
Nigeria © and | Biafra’ include 
those sponsored, ~-by. government 


fovea of 
private, s 


“the ‘statement ‘to” “dequaint™ ‘ale 
~ Students with the new _develop- 


ment adding. ‘that it may ber pos- 


" sible for students whose courses: 


are not available i in African Uni: 


versities: to’ pe: sent to” ane. Uai- 


‘ted Kingdom? *""'- 


..The Minister’ of Ediéation 3 hes 
“Omar * Yembe,- 


‘delegated: "Mr. 
Deputy Driector’ ‘of “Secondary 
Education; to -work-hand ip: ‘hand 
with: ‘the; Cultural: sis conus ‘0 
“Mr.- 
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_ The zation pamphietes ‘According to a prefectoral 
rene on the Nigeria — order (the eleventh in number ) 
aira waniwithin iumba ‘ae tilissued by Mr. G.C , Kisob, Kum- 


"gale or. wearing of any article 
rot dress bearing the photograph 


y ot any .of the Nigerian / Biafran 
military Jeaders within Kumba 
Division is strictly forbidden.. 


The order advises that persons 

_ who were’ already possessing: 

| the articles before ‘the ‘order was 
made, should destroy them. 

The order, took effect from 
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_: Amembassy LONDON 


“SUBJECT: Protest to EMG. on Seizure of Vessels. 
REP Lagos 2166 


Page “Acting Asst Secretary Trimble » yesterday called .in inbassador Martins a 


to register oral protest over seizure three Santa Fe Drilling boats. ee 


While keeping demarche in ‘low Keys 05 ‘Trimble noted possible adverse = 


effect on US" operators of ships and aircraft, on 1 potential investors, 

and observed thet 3 precedent, could | be utilized by Ojulona, ‘He allso  aibea © ee 
“Amendment and. indicated thet we had little choice but to! ‘ask ce 
for arly return of vessels. 

- Amb Martins, professing. to have no Imoviledge: this matter, promised 


oe convey. our "request, to ‘agos tmnediately and to ‘give Department rote 
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TO AMCONSUL ‘ENUGU 

INFO SECSTATE’ WASHDC ‘7166 
AMCONSUL IBADAN fer3 
AMCONSUL KADUNA. {55 


CONFIDENT I-A.L LAGOS 2489 


AMT TATIONS IMPOSED ON ‘CONSULATE ®S 
ABILITY ‘COLLECT INSOs ESPECIALLY OF SENSITIVE MILITARY 

NATURE (ENUGU: 47 UNDER ‘WARSTIME CONDITIONS» -AND APPRECIATES 
INFO WE RECEIVE IN 'PERIODIC: SITREPS (EeGop -ENUGU 469} 0 
REALIZE THAT VERY SMALL STAFF os ‘DEPARTURE MANY” EXPATT 
SOURCES 
AND "BIAFRAN*® SECURITY MEASURES ALL MAKE ‘CONSULATE *S [REPORTING 
MORE DIFFYCTULT © 


fo EMBASSY AWARE MAN 


}! 


2@o ALTHOUGH OAU' ‘HEADS ‘OF STATE MEETING KINSHASA MAY LEAD 
EYTHER SIDE TO TRY ACHIEVE ‘NOTEWORTHY MILITARY | AS’: WELL: AS 


PAGE 2:RUTLAS 2489CTL :C O NF I'D EON TIAL — 
PROPAGANDA SUCCESS {AS FREQUENTLY [RUMORED HERE to EMBASSY’ 
BELYEVES ‘CURRENT ‘RELATIVE. STABILITY -AND ‘CONT INUENG FiMG 
BLOCKADE OF. ‘EASTERN PORTS PRESENTS ‘CONSULATE | ‘WITH (OPPORTUNE 
TIME PROVIDE EMBASSY AND DEPT - WITH AN APPRECIATION ‘OF SSTATE: 
OF: AFFAIRS IN EX=eEASTERN REGIONe 

FEDEM WOULD THEREFORE APPRECIATE ROUNDUP: TELEGRAM» ‘DESIGNED .. 


See ge 
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GiVE US -SOMEWHAT MORE ‘DETAILED UNDERSTANDING :OF "BLAFRAN" 
SITUAT EON» WHICH WOULD ENCLUDE (BUT NOT ‘BE LIMITED TO) 
ANSWERS TO AS MANY OF. FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AS ‘POSS{.BLEs 


Ao WHAT IS STATUS OF RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MID WEST AND 
WBIAFRA™? YS SEPT 1] SPEECH BY BRIGADIER BANJO IN BENIN 
CORRECT REFLECTION OF PLANS OF ENUGU GOVT? OR DO YOU “THINK 
REAL OBJECTIVE OF OJUKWU ISTO ANNEX MID WEST» AND ANY 
OTHER AREAS: HE CAN LIBERATEs IN FACT IF .NOT I'N ‘NAME? 

DO 1KA BOS WANT THEIR AREA INCORPORATED IN BYAFRA ‘OR'DO 
THEY WANT TO REMAIN PART OF MID WEST? 


Bo HOW DO ‘YOU SEE BAISC MILITARY STRATEGY IN RELATION. TO 
POLITICAL OBJECTIVES? ARE BIAFRAN FORCES CAPABLE ‘OF LIBERATING 
ALL AREAS ‘UP TO BENUE AND NIGER RIVERS? ‘WHICH APPEARS 

BE GOAL SET IN BANJO SPEECH? 


"PA GE 3 RUTALS 2489cc C ON XX? ‘D e NT YI AL 
Co ANY INDECATINS OF ‘CHANGES LOCATION OR ‘STAFFING ‘OF 
MiLITARY ‘HEADQUARTERS OR COMMAND UNITS? 


Do POL SUIPLIES» ANY INFO INDICATING ‘SHORTAGES? ANY 
IMPORTATIONS?: WHAT IS ‘STATUS REFINERY AND STOCKS THERE? 

IS THERE RATIONING OR PRICE ‘CONTROL? IN PARTICULAR» IS 
KEROSINE READILY AVAILABLE O IN SHORT SUPPLY, PARTICULARLY 
FOR VILLAGERS? | 


Eo WHAT IS SIGNIFICANCE CURRENT INTERMITTENT BROADCASTS: 
FROM RAD {O "BIAFRA"? ARE THEY ‘DUE To “TECHNICAL HITCH :OR 


POSSIBLE 
REMOVAL: STAFF:..AND SOME FACILITIES. TO ALTERNATIVE 


BROADCASTING LOCATION? 


Fo WHAT IS RELATION FOOD -SUPPLY/PRICE ‘STTUATION TO ‘PUBLIC i 
MORALE? IN PARTECULARe -WHAT IS ‘STATUS: ‘FOOD ‘SUPPLIES» 'RARTIGU= 
LARLY STAPLES ‘USED BY ORDINARY PERSON? ‘WHAT .ARE. ‘STOCKS 

OF AND OUTLOOK FOR IMPORTED. COMMODITIES» ESPECIALLY ‘SALT 

AND ‘SUGAR? WHAT IS ‘OUTLOOK FOR CONTYENUED ‘SUPPLY? 
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Go HOW DO ASSESS CIVILIAN AND MILITARY MORALE PARTICULARLY 
AFTER ACQUISITION -BY ‘NIGERIA OF ‘BLOCK | IMEGHTARY AIRCRAFT? :ARE 
AIR RATDS HAVING ‘CUMULATIVE. EFFECT OF INCREASING ‘TENS TON? 
REALIZE 17 DIFFICULY ASSESS REATIONS ‘OUTSIEE | -ENUGUe 


PAGE 4 RUTALS.2489CC.C ONFIDENTIAL 
Ho WHAT 1S STATUS EASTERN FFORTS ESTABLISH ‘REGULAR TELE= 
COMMUNICATIONS WITH OUTSIDE WORLD? 


fo WHAY IS EMPLOYMENT SITUATIONs ‘GIVEN DRAWDOWN RAW IMATERIAL 
STOCKS» ‘DEPARTURE: EXPAT :MANAGERS .AND ‘CLOSURE ‘OF PLANTS? 
UKHC TELLS US REFINERY AT PORT HARCOURT ‘DEF ENTTELY ‘NOT: OPERATING» 


BUT NOT ‘SURE WHETHER EASTERNERS -HAVE TRIED. TO OPERATE 


IT WITH EXPATS o 
Jo HOW ‘MUCH. PRODUCE IS ‘HELD BY MARKETING ‘BOARDS» 


Ko HOW Is GOVERNMENT FINANCING WAR EFFORT GIVEN ‘CESSATION: 
UVCH MAJOR ‘NORMAL RECEIPTS AS. IMPORT ‘DUTIES? ‘WHAT: ‘FOREIGN 
EXCHANGE -AVAILABLE# -FROM ‘WHERE? REPORTS ‘CONT INUE -CIRGULATE eo 
THAT EAST SELLING QUANTITIES NIGERIAN ‘BANK ‘NOTES AT’ ‘SUBSTANTIAL: 
DISCOUNT ABROAD«s {SEE IBADAN°S AckGs ‘SEPT o 710 


Lo WHAT SUCCESS IS ‘UDOKPORO HAVING IN ‘FORMING. ONE :CENTRAL: 
LABOR ORGANIZATION? 
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SUBJECT? WESTERN NIGER LAN REACTIONS - 10, \BANSO: WS APPEAL ‘FOR 
: tr 50: 50: ww 

YORUBA REVOLT. a Ae a ah re a 


REFt LAGOS 2h6 


le . CONSULAT-E. HAS :HEARD ‘RELATIVELY LITTLE LOCAL (REACTION mile) 
RADIO APPEAL ON ‘RADIO BENIN BY VICTOR | ‘BANJO ‘TO RELLON © “YORUBAS 
IN WEST AND NORTH TO ‘JOIN METERS TON. FORCES" AGAINST. ‘THEIR 


PAGE TWO IBADAN 172BB :C '0:N F I 0 .E,:N + IAL 
NORTHERN OPPRESSORS+" “THERE: APPEARS» IHOWEVERS © ‘T0::BE ‘SOME 
SKEPTICISM ABOUT ITe MILGOVT ‘SECY ODUMOSU (PROTECT iSQURCE} 
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TOLD .ASST* AID DIRECTOR iHEHAD ‘NOT ‘HEARD APPEAL BUT 


WONDERED IF. IT MIGHT INOT BESET THER ‘FAKE-'OR ‘MADE:JUNDER 


DURESSe WHILE ODUMOSU ‘STILL "WOULD ‘PREFER: NOT ‘SEE EAST 
"CRUSHED»" ‘HE: NOW BELIEVES EMG ARMED FORCES MAKING :SOME 
PROGRESS. AND WOULD LIKE “TO :SEE “THEM SRETAKE.M ID*WEST! TO: 
STRENGTHEN THETR HAND IN ANY ‘NEGOTIATED. STTLEMENT» 

Ge BOTH ODUMOSU. AND. .AN\AG*ORLENTED ‘SOURCE .SEEMED 
CONSIDER BANJO ‘STATEMENT PROPAGANDA PLOY ‘SUGGESTING “EAST 
NOW FEELS IT HAS BACK °TO WALL: EN MED#WEST + 


3¢ CONSULATE: AGREES WITH EMBASSY COMMENT: (LAGOS “2481 ) 
THAT .KEY..TO YORUBA REACTION LIES’ IN WHICH WAY BATTLE :GOES« 
STRONG 
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1c ODUMOSUs SECY WESTERN MILGOVT (PROTECT ‘SOURCE)s ‘TOLD USAID 
| ASSTo DIRECTOR SEPT |4 THAT ADEBAYO NOW ‘TOURING 

a "BATTLEFRONTS” WITH ENTOURAGE ‘WHICH INGLUDES ‘SIX ‘WESTERN 
COMMISSIONERS AND SIX PERMANENT SECRETARIES» {SUCH 

CARAVAN UNLIKELY GET NEAR ENOUGH FRONT: TO :SMELL: ‘GUNPOWDER } 


\ PAGE TWO IBADAN 17188 S.E:C RET 

2° ODUMOSU BELIEVES AWO WILL RETURN FROM. OAU MEETING IN 
KINSHASA WITH SOME NEW IDEAS FOR PEACE NEGOTLATIONS ‘WHICH 
HE WILL THEN TRY CONVINCE GOWON TO PURSUE*® ‘THIS ‘ONLY -A 
SUSPICION ON PART OF ODUMOSU AND HE AGREES THERE ‘NO ‘HARD 
FACTS TO INDICATE THIS THE ‘CASEe 


30 ODUMOSU SAID EVIDENCE HaS BEEN RECENTLY UNCOVERED 'WHIGH 
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INDICATES THAT PERMSEC OF TRAINING AND ESTABLISHMENTS Ae 

ADEBAYO ACCEPTED BRIBE OF 1259000 ($700000} DURING AKENTOLA 
REGIME» ADEBAYO SCHEDULED TO APPEAR BEFORE -SOMOLU ASSETS PROBE» 
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TO 'SECSTATE WASHDC 7178 

INFO: AMEMBASSY ACCRA 1139. 

AMEMBASSY .ADDIS .ABABA 181 

AMEMBASSY ‘COTONOU -493 | 

AMEMBASSY 'FORT LAMY 486. | \ 

AMEMBASSY KINSHASA ‘296. 

AMEMBASSY .LOME '319 ee 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 1617 \o 

AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 233 Ne 
NX 


AMEMBASSY NIAMEY .664- 
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i OUTCOME GHANIAN INITIATIVE INVITING REPS OF SIX COUNTRIES 
TO DISCUSS NIGERIAN SITUATION PRIOR OAU MEETING KINSHASAc 
ODUM SAID SIMPLY ‘THAT "NOTHING HAPPENED") ‘BECAUSE INSUFFI>- 
‘ CYENT TIME GIVEN COUNTRIES INVITED» AND.SECONOLYo THERE 
WAS “GREAT RELUCTANCE" PARTICULARLY ON THE PART OF 
CAMEROON AND DAHOMEY TO TOUCH UPON SUBSTANCE OF ‘MATTER WHICH 
THEY LIKE THE FMGs SEE AS INTERNAL AFRATRo 


2@coAS A RESULTs GHANYANS HERE SEE LITTLE PROSPECT ‘FOR 
USEFUL DISCUSSION ‘NIGERIAN SITUATION IN KiNSHASAs :AL THOUGH 
THERE UNDOUBTEDLY MUCH ‘CONCERN AMONG NEGERTACS NEAR 
NEIGHBORS AT: “CONTINUING HOSTILITIES. 


3o ODUM ‘CONCLUDED HIS ‘RATHER DISMAL, RECITATYON WITH 

GiL.UM OBSERVATION IT WOULD PROBABLY BE NECESSARY FOR 'F EGHT= 
ING CONTINUE SOME WHILE». AS NEITHER SIDE NAD MANAGED 
ACHIEVE DECISIVE MILITARY ACTIONo 


PAGE 3°RUTALS 25i45CC:.C ON F IDEN TIAL 

4o FROM REPORTS ‘GIVEN. HIM BY GHANITANS WHO HAVE ‘RECENTLY 
FLED FROM ‘THE EXsEASTERN AND MIDGWEST REGIONS» ODUM 
BELIEVES THAT NON-IBOS IN MYDeWEST ARE MERE FACADE FOR 
OJUWKWU AND EASTERN IBOSe WHO REALLY Seay ENTIRE ‘SHOW 
WETH ACTIVE ASSESTANCE MIDeWESTERN £8080 NONeIBO ELEMENTS) 
WHILE NOT ACTIVELY OPPOS!ING OKONKWO AND BANJO» HAVE ‘NO 
ENTHUSZASM FOR NEW REGIME AND FEAR YBO DOMINATION: IN 
MIDeWESTo 


So GHANIANS. REPORTED INSTANCES OF SEVERE Food ‘SHORTAGES 
IN SOME PARTS"BIAFRA" AND MID2 aWEST» BUT EMBASSY ‘UNABLE 
EVALUATE. 
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be WE WOULD NOT HAVE ‘CARED TO COMMENT ‘ON THE ‘MADNESS OF ‘THE 
RUSSTAN ATR FORCE OPERATING .AS BOUNTY HUNTERS IN NIGERIA. ‘WE 
KNOW i HERE COMMUNIST ‘RUSSIANS TOO WELL © WE DO NOT EXPECT ANY 
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i THESE STRANGE BED=FELLOWS ‘HAVE REPEATEDLY ‘CHARGED THE iBIARRAN 

j A? FORCE», ‘THAT HAS: AN -ENVYABLE ‘RECORD» 'WITH TNOTSCRIMINATE 

yo BOMBINGs WHEN- IN FACT2 THE: “CONTRARY IS TRUE o ‘HOW COULD “THESE 
PEOPLE SO ‘SHAMELESSLY LYE: TO AN INTELLIGENT WORLD? 


2. ON THE 6TH OF ‘SEPTEMBERs $9672 THE SOVIET AER “FORCE 'ON 
SECONDMENT 0 GOWON®S :NIGERIA ‘BOMBED ENUGUc ‘CONTRARY TO THE 
UNIVERSALLY ACCEPTED ‘PRACTICE OF BOMBING ‘MILITARY TARGETS» 
THE RUSSTAN PILOTS DROPPED BOMBS IN :MARKET PLACES .AND 
RESIDENTIAL AREASc ‘ON ‘OF | THE HOUSES THAT WAS HIT ‘DURING “THE 
RAIS IS. ‘FEW YARDS°FROM-VHE RESTDENCES OF BOTH “THE AMERICAN 
CONSUL: AND THE BRITISH REPRESENTATIVE IN BIAFRAe “WHS :GRIMENAL 
METHOD ‘OF ‘PROSECUTING THE WAR IS QUITE INLINE WITH! THE EARLIER 
PATTERN OF GOWON*S .BOMBING ‘RATDS -ON ‘CIVILIANS .AT \ABAAAND ‘OTHER 
PLACES: AT OWERRI» A':GIL*S ‘SECONDARY ‘SCHOOL. WAS BOMBED» 
KILLING FOUR INNOCENT iGIRLSo 
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LATING ‘THE GENEVA © CONVENT EONS iON WARFARE o .AL THOUGH ‘NIGERIA ts 

A ‘SIGNATORY TO THE: ‘CONVENTIONSs :GOWN /AND ‘HES. ‘SOULLESS: ‘COL 
LABORATORS REGARD THIS ‘WAR AS 'RART OF .LAST ‘YEARS: *POGROM. 'WHECH 
MUST BE ‘SUCCESSFULY ‘COMPLETED AT ALL: ‘COSTS ‘SO.AS ‘TO DEP: “THE 
KORAN IN THE: SEA THE ¥ ALSO WANT. ‘TO ‘PUSH “WHE (UNITED ‘STATES 
CONSUL OUT OF BIAFRAs 


4o IN CONT ZNUATION OF 'THE:"POGROMs -GOWON AND iHTS ‘REVISPONEST 
SOVIET ‘CLEQUE: HAVE BEEN: ‘BOMB ENG ‘SCHOOLS, ‘CHURCHES’ iHOSPTTALS» 

& HOTELS» MARKET PLACES - AND RESTDENTIAL ‘AREAS “THESE | ‘PLACES: 

‘i BEING BOMBED : BY ‘GOWON*S ALR FORCE ‘CEEARLY: sSHOW ‘THAT iGOWON: AND 

ee HY¥S. ANGLO#SOVIET ‘SUPPORTERS. ARE: INTERESTED, NOT EN WINNENG 
THE ‘WARy BUT IN ‘DESTROYING ALL: ‘TRACES: (ON ‘HUMAN ‘EXPSTENCE! IN 
BIAFRAc ‘OTHERWISE OF | iWHAT MILITARY ‘STGNIFECANCE:. ARE. ‘THESE 
PLACES? :HOW DOES ‘THE ‘DEATH 'OF. JUN ARMED ‘CIVILIANS iGOENG: ABOUT 
THEIR NORMAL ‘DAILY DUTIES BRING: iGOWON ‘NEARER “TO: ‘VECTORY? : AS 
TO GOWON*S BID TO oust: THE IUNTTED ‘STATES CONSUL FROM -BIAFRAs- 
IT WILL BE RECALLED “THAT (HE IHAD TRIED : WITHOUT ‘SUCCESS: ‘TONWGET 

2 THE ‘UNITED STATES: TO ‘CLOSE: ‘HER CONSULATE IN ‘ENUGUc FIRST» 


LIMIFED OFFICIAL. ‘USE 


“DECLASSIFIED 
Authority” ‘ é 
UVM A RA Date _| U, | 


é 
a 
A 
[oy 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


LEMITED OFFICIAL USE 


PAGE @3 ENUGU @649% 2017082 


PaGE & RUTANU-494 °C ON 'F IT DEN T PL AL ULEIMITED OFFECIAL USE 

HE HAD ALGEGED YVHAT EXPATRIATES WERE ‘NOT SAFE IN BIAPRA BECAUSE 
GF HIS SOXCALLED ‘POLICE ACYION AGAINST THAT YOUNG REPUBLIC. 
WHEN THAT FALLEDos HE TURNED ROUND TO ACCUSE BIAFRANS OF .BEING 
UMMUNISTS AND ANTIeAMERICANo BUT. THE RECENT SOVIETANEGERIA 
ee PACT HAS SHOWN ‘CONCLUSIVELY THATNIGERIA»s .AND 'NOT 
BLAFRAs 2S THE COMMUNIST ‘SATELLITE IN AFRECAc 


S> NOW YHAT HS LYING PROPAGANDA HAS FAILED, GOWON .HAS (RESORTED 
TG BOMBING THE RESIDENCE OF THE AMERICAN CONSUL: ALL IN AN (EFFORT 
TO FORCE YHE ‘CONSUL OUT OF BIAFRA AT ALL CostS:« EN ORDER TO 

ACHY EVE FHS OBJECTIVE. .GOWON WILL ‘VERY SOON BE ‘SHOUT YNG “THAT 
BIAFRA is UNABLE ‘TO PROVECY FORELGN REPRESENTATIVES WY THIN HER 
TERRITORYs RATHER THAN HAVE THE ‘DESTRED EFFECT. © THE iUNSUCCESS = 
FUL ATTEMPY OF GOWON?S RUSSYAN PILOTS ‘TO BOMB | THE ‘RES YOENCE 

Cr VHE AMERICAN ‘SONSUL. HAS VENDICATED OUR: EARLIER ASSERTION 

VHAY GOWON HAS BEEN BOMBING ‘CUVILE ANS o 


@éo0 AS FOR BRITAIN, TY CERTAINCY WOULD -HAVE BEEN INTERESTING ‘To 
WATCH HER REACTION iF THE BOMB HAD CHIT THE RESIDENCE ‘OF ‘HER 
REPRESENTATIVE OR EVEN KILLED ONE OF ‘HER NAYEGNALSo ‘SHE WOULD 
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CIVILIANS» 


} 72 THE TARGETS OF ‘GOWON’S. RECENT BOMBINGS ARE .AN | LNDEX ‘OF IHTS 
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Wi TH CLEAR ‘DEFEAT o IN :HiS DESPERATE MOOD HE ES ‘NOW BOMBING 

WiLDLY ‘TO CSCARE .AWAY REPRESENTATIVES ‘OF FORE ZGN GOVERNMENTS: 

AND ‘DO MAXIMUM DAMAGE .2N BYAFRA BEFORE ‘HIS INEVITABLE ‘DOWNFALL « 
i Like A DROWNING. MAN THAT CATOHES AY-THE ‘STRAW, ‘GOWON 3S REALLY 

oar: DESPERATE AND WILL STOP AT NOTHING IN ‘ORDER ‘FO REVERSE THE 
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BENINe HOWEVER», Uoke ER HGH COMMISSIONER ON ‘SCENE ‘REPORTS 
EASTERN ARMY HQ ‘THEREAT ‘HAS MOVED FROM IKPOBA ‘HELL 2 ‘EAST ‘OF: 

ciTYe ‘TO LOCATION MAIN SQUARE OF “TOWN TKPOBA HTLe ‘HAD ‘BEEN 
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| FROM ESCRAVOS 1} ‘SEPTEMBER o | IN ‘SUBSEQUENT: ACTION» ;COMBAT 
PATROL IN :SMALL BOATS ‘MOVED APPROX ‘FIFTEEN MILLES !UP. WARRI 
RIVER TO VILLAGE FORTOGBENE (BETWEEN ‘CHLLD (CREEK AND ‘HOLT 
| CRAPKi APPROX HALF WAY WARRI»s ‘WHERE THEY ENGAGED ‘EASTERN 
} PLATOON STATIONED THERE AT e TN ‘PIRE. ‘FIGHTS. FEDERAL FORCES 
CLAIM PLATOON ‘COMMANDER KILLED» SOME ‘POQW?S “TAKEN AND “SOME 
| WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT ‘CAPTURED o PLATOON IDENTIFIED ITSELF: 
AS FROM EASTERN “EIGHTEENTH BN AT WARRI™ 4 ‘RECON ‘PATROLS 
FROM ESCRAVOS HAVE BEEN EN WARRY SEVERAL | TIMES* ‘(OF LATE: 
INCLUDING ‘ONE PATROL IN WHICH ONE -FMG BN ‘COMMANDER: FROM 
ESCROAVOS WAS INCLUDED. REPORTS THESE PATROLS ‘GYVE SOME 
SWOTCATION "EIGHTEENTH BN MAY BE PREPARING - ‘PULL BACK ‘FROM 
WARRI“c FMG SOURCES NOT ‘SURE THIS ONE YET ‘HOWEVER® (THERE 
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HAVE BEEN NUMBER INDICATIONS RECENTLY» ‘HOWEVERs THAT 

EASTERN BN AT WARRI POORLY OFFICEREDs .AND..SOMEWHAT ILL 
EQUIPPED} 

2e OBSERVATION BY DAO MAP OFFICER THIS MORNENGs SUPPLEMENTED 
BY INFO AVAIL SOURCES DEFENSE ADVISOR TO ‘UcKo HIGH .COMMs 
LAGOSs LEADS CONCLUSION ALL SEX CZECH OELFIN .Le29 ‘JETS NOW. 
OPERATING ‘FROM IKEJA\AITRPORT FACILITIES NIGERIAN AIR FORCE 
REGISTRATION NKUBERS NAF -4@i0 ‘NAF 4025 .AND NAF 406 SEEN ON 
TARMACs AT LEAST ONE MORE IN ‘HANGERs RELIABLE SOURCE TOLD 

DAG MAP OFFICER THAT ONLY 40{ AND 4@2 HAD BEEN FLYING 
OPERATIONAL MISSIONS SO FAR» UK SOURCES HOWEVER» SAD 

OTHER PILOTS BEING CHECKED OUT THESE 'JETS..AND ALL':SIX ‘SHOULD. 
BY FLYING OPERATIONALLY NEAR FUTURE AS "CZECH TECHNICLANS: 
READYING THEM FOR ACTION NOW" (OVER PAST SEVERAL DAYS THERE . 
HAS .BEEN STEADY “FLIGHTS THESE JETS FLYING OPERATIONAL “PATTERNS 
OVER LAGOS AREAS DURING BULK ‘DAYLIGHT iHOURS INDECATING RAMILe 
TARIZATION PROCESS UNDERWAY }o PROVOST ‘JETS ‘STILL REPORTED: 
BASED KADUNA FOR ACTION AGAINST EASTERN TARGETS , 
3o IN CONVERSATION ‘THES ‘MORNING WITH ‘SUPREME iM iG :<COUNCIL! 

SOURCE {SMC} WHO HAS ‘PROVIDED DATT WITH .ACCURATEs“TEMELY. 
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AND COMPLETELY CANDID INFO IN PAST8 DATT ASKED SERIES VERY 


PENETRATING QUESTIONS ON STATUS MIG JETS AND PILOTS ‘THEREOF 

IN LIGHT FAYLURE MIGS TO MAKE NIGERIA» OPERATIONAL DEBUT 
SOURCE SAID THAT’ THERE HAD BEEN PROBLEM GETTING MEGS) 
OPDEATIONAL BUT THAT THIS NOW "STRATGHTENED OUT%o ‘SPECIFICALLYs 
SOURCE SAID AFTER INITYAL DISCUSSIOOS ON SUBJECT» ‘RUSSIANS ‘HAD 
;AS SOURCE TOLD ‘DATT EARLJERo ‘SEE END PAR '3y MY ‘8357 :AUG.67) 5 
AGREED TRAIN EXPAT PILOTS AS WELL AS NIGERIANS WITH ‘PROVISO: 
NONE OF EXPATS BE EITHER ‘UsYoo So .AFRIGAN ‘OR ‘RHODESIAN®' (UoKe 
DEFENSE ADVISOR BELIVESNYEN ‘TO TWELVE MIG ‘PELOTS BEING TRAINe. 
ED BY RUSSZANSo FOUR .ARE EX«RAF TYPE» ONE ‘WEST INDIAN EXsRAF » 
ONE OR TWO OTHER ‘EXPATSe-AND.-BALANCE FOUR OF “FIVE INIGERIANS 4 o 
THIS TRAINING PROGRAM HAD GONE ‘WELL BUT ANOTHER HITCH | 

HAD DEVELOPED IN MATTER WITH RESPECT :SERVICINGs PREPARING 

AND ARMING PLANES FOR .COMBAT OPERATYONS» RUSSIANS ‘HAD ‘REFUSED 
FLATLY PARTICIPATE THESE ACTIVITIES “EXCEPT ‘REPEAT ‘EXCEPT “FOR 
NIGERIAN P{LOTSo SINCE» HOWEVER». EXPAT PILOTS WITH FAR 

GREATER OPERATIONAL. EXPERIENCE .IN JETS WILL BE READY “TO :GO 


FAR IN ADVANCE NIGERIANS IN TRAININGS FMG HAD TO "MAKE ‘OTHER | 
ARRANGEMENTS" WITH RESPECT CAREs SERVICING AND PREPARATION OF 


PAGE 5 RUTALS @2517/7CC SEC RE T | 
PLANES FOR EXPATSo SOURCE SAID "WE HAVE ‘PEOPLE ‘ON iHAND NOW 

WHO WILL PERFORM ALL THESE FUNCTIONS» ‘SO PLANES WILL BE 
OPERATAIONAL VERY NEAR 'FUTURE"o (IN iUcKo DEFENSE ADVISOR#S 
CONVERSATION WITH GOWON @9 SEPT {REPORTED UPON} ‘GOWON ‘DISCUSSED 
SUBJECT WITH DA AND SAID PLANES WOULD BE ‘OPERATIONAL "IN : ABOUT 
FORTNIGHT {TWO WEEKS)%o {ON AFTERNOON $3 SEPs QMG NIGERIAN 


NOW ALSO CARRYING TITLE “STAFF (COORDINATOR SUPREME HQ" .AND. 
STATIONED DODAN BKS» ARMY» TOUD ‘DATT SUBSTANTIALLY SAME “FACTS 
WITH RESPECT MATTER MiG TRAINING AND RELATED .ITEMS}o — 

ho Ac REF PAR .6Co MY ‘SECRET @379 SEP 67% VESSEL’ CURRENTLY 
UNLOADENG APAPA ‘DOCKS DIRECTLY ON NIGERIAN ARMY ‘TRUCKS '!ON 
SCENE o 

Bo REF PAR {Do MY SECRET @38% ‘SEP 67% VESSEL ‘STILL APAPA 
WHARFS .LOADING 160@ LOCAL TODAY 
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REF: State 30758, 30695 and Lagos 2125 
1. We do not see any suitable occasion for issuance Washington of type statenent\ 
proposed, Also have some reservations as to desirability one being made here and 
in any event we could not go as far as Ambassador suggests. If following text 
believed useful, Ambassador may at his discretion make statement in Lagos, Should 
be prefaced to effect that we have replied to FMG aide memoire substance of which 
it made public. You therefore giving summary our aide memoire in reply. Proposed 
text with unnecessary words omitted follows: 

2. "US continues to recognize FMG and does not recognize any faction within 
Nigeria, For almost decade, US has worked with Federal Government of Nigeria 
toward economic and social development of this country. In so doing, US has 
always acted on basis that form and pace of aaiioncnautaine is matter for 
Nigerians themselves to determine. 

3. "US has followed strict policy of not agreeing to sale or supply of arms or 
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HAD BEEN PUNCTURED :DURING AIR ATTACK (SEPTEMBER 10 iOTHERWISE 
ALL AIRCRAFT APPEARED ‘OPERATIONAL ® 
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OR: "PROVOSTS" (SAID ‘EXPAT ‘PILOTS’: ‘SAT ‘SIDEsBYs SIDE: INSTEAD: \OF 
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WAS .ABOUT : ‘FOURTEEN INCHES: LLONGo 125: INCHES © IN ‘DEAMETERs IWAS' 
PROBABLY NOT ‘RPT NOT: ‘DESIGNED - "FOR AER BAL (USE 6) 
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SUNDAY ‘BY BAD ZPATHER .AND..LACK OF: ‘TARGET INTELL EGENCE*s 
IMPLIED ‘OPERATIONS WILL RESUME AS::SOON .AS): WEATHER: ‘CLEARS « 
MCLAUGHLIN SPOKE ‘TO UNIDENTIFIED FRENGHSs SSPEAKING: EXPAT | ‘WHO 
SAID HE “ONE: OF: Bs 26 'PILOTS"s ‘HE WORE | “RLEGHT ‘SUTT -AND 
COMPLAINED. WEATHER. “CAUSED: “CANCELLATION : ‘TODAY %S ‘FLIGHTS 
NEITHER :CHUDESSOKEI NOR: ‘PILOT’: ‘DISCUSSED: ‘PROBABLY | ‘TARGETS 


70 -GENERAL# ‘CHUDE=SOKEI: IS: RELAXED» :CONF IDENT \OFFIECER IWHO: 
NOT GIVEN ‘TO EXAGGERATION® -ADMITTED ATRFORCE:INEW: ‘TO IR IM 
BUT HE OBVIOUSLY’: -ENUOY ING TASKo ‘DISCIPLINE AT: ATRPORT 

VERY (GOOD .AND ALL: :OFFICERS. ENJOYED POINTING OUT BULLDINGS: 
AND: EQUIPMENT WICH ‘EMG ‘CLAIMS: ‘TO ‘HAVE ‘DESTROYEDs 
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Se "THE SAVAGE BLOOD : ‘BATH. -WHICH ‘BROUGHT. THE ‘PRESENT: LAGOS 
GOVERNMENT TO POWER» AND WHICH HAS BEEN ‘SYSTEMATICALLY: ‘EMPLOYED 
TO: ‘SUSTAIN THAT GOVERNMENT IN POWER, ‘REPRESENTS ‘THE: IHESTORICAL: 
CULMINATING POINT ‘OF: THE ‘GROWTH OF AGGRESSION -BY: “FEUDAL: NORTH 
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1o° "(PASSAGE ‘OMITTED }e° THEIR ‘BACKS ‘TOCTHE WALL» “FACING ‘TOTAL 
ENSLAVEMENT» HAVE NOW ‘TAKEN ‘UP ARMS IN: “FULL F EGHT ING: AGGRESSIe 
VENESS TO :DEFEND © THEIR INTEGRITY» THEIR. ‘WAY OF. LIFE - AND ‘THEPRi DOENTIT 
Y 

tie "IT 7S NOT A BATTLE ‘FOR ‘ONE NIGER}As .AS: IT FS. ‘BEING: ‘RALSEUY 
BRANDED BY THE LAGOS ‘GOVERNMENT AND ‘FEUDAL NORTHe | IT: 3S INOT:A:S0 
CALLED ‘POLICE: ACTION AGAINST -A REBEL 

REGIMEs IT LS NOT: THE REALITY 
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FOR WHAT If BELIEVES TO:BE RIGHT FOR THE PEOPLE« 

tee "IT TSp IN-REALETY THE REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE OF ALL ‘THE ‘REOPLE 
OF NIGERIA SOUTH OF THE NIGER AND THE BENZE AND OF BIAFRAs AGAINST 
AN UNSCRUPULOUS GROUP OF DESPOTS ANXIOUS ‘TO ‘COMPLETE THEIR SO= 
CALLED ‘MARCH TO THE SEAo 


130 " T CALL UPON ALL MIDWESTERNERS TO ‘RISE TO THE ‘DEFENSE :OF THEIR 
OWN ‘SURVIVALo AT THIS ‘TIMEs 2 ALSO-“CALL ON ALL YORUBA PEORLE IN “THE 
WEST AND IN THE YORUBA AREAS OF THE PREVIOUS ‘NORTHERN ‘NIGERLAs TO 


RISE IN ARMS», REMEMBERING THEIR GALLANT FOREBEARS WHO FOUGHT ‘RELEN= 


TLESSLY TO HALT: THE MARCH OF THE NORTHERN :HORDESo 


40 “YORUBA PEOPLE ‘HAVE .AT THES PER{OD ‘BEEN HUMILIATED ‘ENOUGH ‘I 
DO NOT 'NEED ‘TO REMIND YOU OF THE ‘PERSISTENT DEMANDS ‘BY OUR ‘OBASs 
CHIEFS» ELDERS AND LEADERS OF -THE PEQPLE TO THE LAGOS :GOVERNMENT 
FOR ‘THE REMOVAL: OF MENACING. PRESENCE 'GF NORTHERN 'TROOPS..ON YORUBA 
TERRITORY WITHIN THE LAST FOURTEEN MONTHS* THOSE DEMANDS ‘HAVE BEEN 


PAGE THREE RUDSLC 2466/2 ‘OF :2 ‘UNCLAS ye ch 
CONTEMPTUOUSLY IGNORED SO THAT TODAY ‘THE TERRITORIES :OF ‘THE "YORUBA 
PEOPLE HAVE BECOME OCCUPIED AREAS FOR THE PROSECUTION 'OF .A WAR IN 
WHICH THE ‘YORUBA ‘PEOPLE ‘HAVE REFUSED ‘TO 

PARTICIPATE | | | 

150° "THE CEADERS OF THE YORUBA ‘PEOPLE ARE BEING FORCED ‘UNDER : 
THREAT TO THEIR LIVES TO IDENTIFY THE PEOPLE ‘WITH A WAR THAT THEY 
HAVE REFUSED TO BE YDENTIFIED WiTHo AND FENALLYs» AS.AN ACTSOF :CROWNEN 
G 

INSULTs “YORUBA TROOPS HAVE BEEN SHABBILY THROWN INTO THIS !WAR AGAINST 


THEIR WILL». MERELY ‘TO FURTHER COMMIT “THE YORUBA PEOPLE INTO..A ‘WARS EN 


WHICH THEY WOULD ‘RATHER FIGHT ON THE ‘BIAFRAN ‘SIDE o %, . 

16° "HENCEFORTHs EVERY YORUBA MAN» WOMAN AND CHILD WILL RISE TO .ARMS 
TO FIGHT ON THE ‘SIDE OF THE LIBERATION ARMY TO RESTORE THE 'RRPDE AND 
SOLDIERS OF YORUBA ‘ORIGIN TO /JOIN ‘My ‘COMMAND WITH .ALL., THETR ‘WEAPONS: 
AS MY ARMY MOVES FORWARD: I EXPECT THOSE YORUBA ‘TROOPS WHO ARE iAT 
PRESENT TOO FAR AWAU TO.iJOIN ME TO START FIGHTING THE ‘NORTHERN 


MENACE ‘FROM: WHERE THEY STAND» ‘UNTIL 1 AM .ABLE ‘TO BRING ASSISTANCE _ 


TO'THEMs I EXPECT ALL OUR PEOPLE TO STAND. 'PRERARED TO USE -EVERY 
MEANS. POSSIBLE TO RENDER YORUBALAND ‘UNTENABLE ‘TO NORTHERN ‘TROORSs 


- THIS::SHAME TO OUR PEOPLE MUST NOT BE ALLOWED 'TO-iGO ‘UNCHALLENGED! IN | 
» OUR. LIFETIMEs THE PRIDE .AND INTEGRITY -OF OUR PEOPLE: iMUST -BE RESTORED 
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UNLEASHED -ON THE INNOCENT PEOPLE OF BIAFRA AND ‘ON THE :NON¢NORTHERN 
AREAS OF ‘NIGERIA IN THE ‘NORTHs I AM ANXIOUS TO PREVENT A REOGURRANCE® 
THEREFORE» I HEREBY CALL ON ALL YORUBA ‘PEOPLE RESEDENT IN. THE GEOG. 
RAPHICAL ‘NORTH OF NIGERIA TO RETURN HOME» 
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OF THE MIDWESTe I AM:AWARE THAT NORTHERN TROOPS IHAVE ‘TIN FACT :MOVE. 
INTO SOME:.AREAS OF THE MIDWESTo I PRORERLY (7) ‘REGRET: THETR: OCGURENCE 
(?}° THOSE NORTHERN TROOPS :ON ‘MIDWEST SOILD ARE NOW ABOUT TO ‘BE 
PUSHED OUT AS THE: LIBERATION ARMY 'PRERARES TO MOVE FORWARD® ‘I :SHALL 
COUNTING ON THE FULL. .GOOPERATION AND FULL:.ASSISTANCE:IOF EVERY 
MEDWESTERNER TO ENSURE (WORD ‘UNCLEAR) THE: FREEDOM AND: IDENTITY ‘OF: 
THE: POPLE ‘OF THE MIDWEST» ‘GOODNIGHT «" 
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VEDED ADDITIONAL: INFORMATION ‘IN FOLLOWING: ‘PARAS: BASED 


‘2 ON ‘HIS ‘FAIRLY ‘CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH ICRC: ‘AND ‘SWISS :RED 
% CROSS REPRESENTATIVES ‘WHO HAVE ‘BEEN. IN NIGERIA ‘RECENT 
% MONTHS o 
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REAL: POINTED OUT FMG-AND EASTERN UNDERSTANDING GENEVA 

CONVENTIONS QUITE 
LIMYTEDe FOR EXAMPLEs, TERM “PRISONERS 

OF. WAR" USED TO DESCRIBE. BOTH CIVILIAN .AND MILITARY 

DETAINEES® IN -MAKURDI WHERE. FNG SAID: IT HOLDING OVER 

490. POWS, ICRC FOUND VERY “FEW ‘SOLDIERS# ;MOST OF ‘CIVIL TANS 

BEING HELD WERE. CHILDREN :OR OLDER ‘MEN :AND: ‘WOMENe ‘SIMILARLY 


GROUP OF ABOUT j0@ POWS :BROUGHT BY SHIP FROM MID WEST TO 
LAGOS WHO WERE DESCRIBED AS: POWS WERE MOSTLY CIVILIAN 
: 1ZOS WORKING IN BURUTUo AS ‘CIVILTANS ‘THEY COULD HAVE BEEN 
HELD WITHOUT FOREEGN RC.REPS ASKING QUESTION» BUT SINCE 
THEY ‘DESCRIBED AS POWS ICRC: REPS ARE INVESTEGATING 
AND "GENEVA ‘HAS BEEN INFORMEDe ENUGU AUTHORITIES HAVEN NOT 


REPORTED TAKING MANY POWS EITHER» 


3o NEITHER ‘SIDE HAS REQUESTED ICRC TO ASSUME 'HUMANITARIAN 
FUNITIONS OF PROTECTING POWER» REAL BELIEVES ‘SITUATION 
MIGHT ARISE IN WHICH ICRC ‘COULD OFFER 00 SOe 


we ICRC ‘HAS: NOT RECEIVED ANY FORMAL ‘REPORTS OF ATROCITIES 


PAGE 3.RUTALS 2@445CC..C 0 'N F TO .Ern‘T TALL 


ALTHOUGH INDIVIDUAL RED-:CROSS ‘OFFICIALS ‘HAVE IHEARD STORIES 
FROM EACH SIDE ACCUSING THE OTHER ‘HOWEVERJEASTERN :RED 


CROSS LAST WEEK.ASKED ICRC RERRESENTATIVE IN .ENUGU tRAYNARD) 
TO ‘TRANSMIT ‘PROTEST: TO GENEVA -ABOUT ALLEGED MG. INDESCRIMINATE 
BOMBING :OF CIVILIANS WHICH ‘CITED RELEVANT PARAGRAPHS ‘OF 
CONVENTIONe “REAL ‘SAID ICRC REP HAS NOT TRANSMITTED TO 


GENEVA “RELATED EASTERN ACCUSATION THAT FMG IS IMPORTING 


POISON ‘GAS TO USE AGAINST EASTERNERS (SEE “PARA .8 LAGOS 2438). 

ICRC REP EN.ENUGU WAS ‘TOLD ORALLY THAT ‘POLSON GAS BEING :CARRTED JON 
EAST ‘GERMAN ‘SHIP “ROSTOCK"™ WHICH DUE IN..LAGOS THIS WEEKe 
FROM SHIPPING SOURCES REAL’ LEARNED THIS EASTERN CHARGE i 
FALSE BECAUSE ROSTOCK WAS IN ‘CALCUTTA TWO DAYS AGO. AND IHAS*® 
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NOY BEEN NEAR THIS PART ‘OF: AFRICA FOR SOME ‘TIME. AS: FOR 


ALLEGED INDISCRIMINATE AIR ATTACKS ON ‘CIVILIANS» ‘REAL: 
POINTED -OUT THAT 'FMG COULD MAKE SAME CHARGES ,ABOUT EASTERN 
ATTACKS ON DEFENSELESS NORTHERNERS IN :MAKURDIsGBOKOs 


IDAHs KOKOJA AND ‘SEVERAL OTHER 'PLACESo 


Se RE PARA 2 (B) REFTELs REAL ‘SAID ‘HEAD ‘OF ICRC“TEAMS IN 
NIGERIA IS DRe HOXEMANo ‘REPRESENTATIVE IN ENUGU TS MRe 
RAYNARDe MEDICAL ‘TEAM IN ‘NIGERIA NOW HEADED BY :DR» KAARE 


PAGE 4 :RUTALSZ C:O°N F i DEON Te te AE 


SANDNAES (NORWEGIAN SURGEON} WHO ARRIVED ‘SEPTEMBER -9 TO 
REPLACE SWISS DOCTOR 'PETERMANN WHO IS LEAVING AFTER 'SEX 
WEEKS. WORK ON MAKURDI FRONTo ‘TEAMs WHICH INCLUDES ‘EUROPEAN 
MALE NURSE 

AND ANESTHETIST» WILL LEAVE SEPT [2 FOR AKURE . 
IN WESTERN STATE INSTEAD ‘OF MAKURDI. IN EAST ‘MEDICAL TEAM 
IS LED BY SWISS :DOCTOR SPIRGI» WHO JUST ARRIVED» AND ENCLUDES 
MALE NURSE AND ANESTHETISTe TEAM WILL PROBABLY ‘BE ‘STATIONED 
IN HOSPITAL AT ACHIs ‘JUST SOUTH OF ‘ENUGU. BOTH. TEAMS ARE: 
FINANCED LARGELY BY SWISS GOVT AND SWISS RED ‘CROSS» AL'THOUGH 
THEY OPERATING UNDER ICRC» UNDER CONVENTION, ICRC ‘REPS 
IN AREAS PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE FOR WORK WITH POWS .AL THOUGH 
MEDICAL TEAMS TRY DO THIS ALSO WHERE REPS NOT -AVALLABLEe 


Ae NIGERIAN RED ‘CROSS HAS BEEN ‘DOING ‘CREDITABLE ‘JOB UNDER. 
LEADERSHIP OF NORTHERNER NAMED SAIDU 'MOHAMED {WHO IS NATIONAL 
SECRETARY* REAL. SAID NIGERIA 


RC _ WORKERS WENT TO WORK AND PERFORMED -CAPRABLY 
BEFORE EUROPEANS ARRIVED AND .ARE ‘CARRYING :ON ‘WITH ‘SUPPLIES 
AVAILABLE® REAL SAID MOHAMED IS RESZGNING AS OF ‘OCTOBER '3 
TO GO TO KADUNA TO HEAD UP ADULT EDUCATION IN :NORTHe | 
REPLACEMENT FOR MOHAMED» A YORUBA WHOSE NAME REAL-:COULD NOT: | 
REMEMBER» .IS ALREADY AT WORK LEARNING ‘JOB -FROM iMOHAMED« 
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8; FMG ARMY MEDICALCORPS ‘PERFORMING VERY ROORLYs ‘SO.'FAR 

AS ICRC OFFICIALS CONCERNED: ‘RC.1HAS SOME TRANSPORT OF ITS 
OWN» BUT ECRC PERSONNEL |OFTEN ‘DEPENDENT ‘ON ARMY iMEDEICAL 
CORPS FOR TRANSPORT AND ASSISTANCE INFORMATION ‘PROVIDED 
BY ARMY © ABOUT HOSPITALS» ‘NUMBERS WOUNDED» “ETCco ‘VERY 
SCANTY .AND INACCURATE HEAD OF ARMY ‘MEDICAL ‘CORPS» ‘COL 
(DR} PETERS» DESCRIBED AS HOPELESS PLANBOYo ON OTHER iHAND»s 
MOHAMED OF NIGERIAN RED ‘CROSS'-HAS BEEN ‘HARD=WORKING AND 
COOPRERATIVEs HE INSISTEDs WHEN 'SIX AMBULANCES ‘WERE DELIVERED 
LAGOS FROM EUROPE: IN JUNE» THAT TWO OF THEM BE 'SENT© TO 
EASY AND MID WEST RESPECTIVELY OVER ‘OBYECT IONS OF :SOME 

WHO WANTED TO KEEP ALL AMBULANCES. FOR “FMGo 


Co THERE IS NO SPECYAiL PROBLEM ABOUT .AGCESS TO WAR FRONT 
AREAS OTHER THAN ‘USUAL LOCAL -AND PRACTICAL DIFFECULTIES» 
RC HAD ‘PUT MEDICAL SUIPLIES IN -EACH ‘REGION BEFORE FSGHTING 
STARTED EACH OF NEW -MEDICAL ‘TEAMS LS TAKENG ‘ONE TON :OF 
MEDICAL ‘SUIPLIES WITH IT NOWe IN MAKURDE ICRC TEAM 
MEMBERS VISITED POW :CAMP ‘REGULARLY AND ‘WERE ALLOWED ‘PROVIDE 
MEDICAL TREATMENT WITHOUT HINDRANCE « POWS KEPT YN. LOCAL 
JAIL: AND IN (CINEMA BUILDING. SO FAR HOSPITALS ‘HAVE NOT RPT 


NOT BEEM BOMBED ‘NEITHER SIDE ‘HAS. SUGGESTED ‘EXCHANGING 
PRISONERS® REAL “THOUGHT ICRC :COULD TAKE INITEATIVE IN 
SUGGESTING ‘POW EXCGHAGES .IN ‘FUTURE? 
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66 ICRC ‘OBVIOUSLY iGREATLY LIMITED By ‘RELATIVELY FEW ‘PERSONNEL 
AVAILABLE: TO WORK IN NIGERTAo .IT.1S :HARD TO iGET -EVEN SHORT= 
TERM ‘PERSONNEL® ‘REAL BELIEVES ‘THERE IS ‘SUBSTANTIAL’ NEED 

FOR ICRC 

| OR NATEONAL RC ‘SOCIETIES ‘TO ‘SEND LARGE» SELF © 

CONTAINED AND ‘SELF “SUFFICIENT ‘MEDICAL: TEAMS WHICH CAN iS TAY 

IN. AREA ‘FOR CONSIDERABLE TIMEe PERSONNEL’ WOULD ‘PRESUMABLY 
HAVE: TO BE ‘PROVIDED .AND :‘SUPPORTED :BY ‘NATIONAL ‘RC ‘SOCTETIES 
AND.'NOT BY ECRCe :REAL UNDERSTANDS NORDIC RC SOCIETIES !HAVE: 
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CONTRIBUTED AND THAT YN FINLAND SPECIAL “FUND RAISED ‘FOR 
ASSISTING INIGERIAo 


7° CAMEROON GOVT AND ‘RED CROSS ARE WELL .AWARE ‘OF ‘RROBLEMS 

OF REFUGEES FROM EAST CROSSING INTO CAMROONo ECRC~ KNOWS 
ABOUT RECEPTION :CENTER ALREADY ESTABLISHED AT ‘MAMFE BY 
CAMEROON RC TO HANDLE REFUGEES» REAL TOLD BY ‘CAMEROON 
AMBASSADOR DICKO ‘THAT MOST SO ‘CALLED REFUGEES WHO RECENTLY 
RETURNED ARE CAMEROON ‘CITIZENS -WHO: HAVES ‘BEEN .LIVING: IN EAST? 
HE ESTIMATED OVER :'2008@ ‘HAVE RETURNEDe ‘SINCE SEVERAL THOUSAND 
IBOS LIVE IN CAMEROON»s ‘MANY ‘RELATIVES /OF “THOSE '$BOS:'HAVE 
ALSO LEFT EAST “%O FIND ‘SAFETY IN :CAMEROONo FOREGOING: rs 

BEST EXPLANATION EMBASSY HAS ‘OBTAINED ‘OF ‘REPORTS ; OF IMANY 
THOUSANDS ‘OF PEOPLE MOVING INTO CAMEROON c 
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AUGUST 2} { TBADAN P07) WILLUHAVE RETURNED: TO iSTATIONe (DETAILS FOLLOW 


Zo UNIVERSITY WISCONSIN 'USATD. CONTRACT ‘WOMAN “EMPLOYEE RETURNED 
AKURE SEPTEMBER 70 


Zo FIVE PCV®S :RETURNED..IJEBUSs ‘ODE: ‘SEPTEMBER Lie REMAIN ENG 
THREE WILL. RETURN ‘BEFORE ‘SCHOOLS: ‘OPEN LA4TH. ALL ‘PCVIS HAVE 
RETURNED ‘ONDO*® :ONE ‘RCV ‘HAS: ‘RETURNED: ‘WO AND ‘REMAINENG ‘TWO 
WIOL RETURN NEXT TWO ‘DAYSs .AS ‘WILL: ALL ‘RCV tS IN: -EKITY \AREAc 
TWO 'PCV%S ‘FROM | ‘OKITIPUPA ‘RETURNING WITH: ‘THE ER: PRINCIPAL 
SEPTEMBER 730 ASSOH* ‘PC ‘DIRECTOR STRICKLER WELL .ACCOMPANY TO 
MAKE: PERSONAL ASSESSMENT : ‘STTUATION ‘THERE « 


4o MISSIONARY GROUPS ‘HEADQUARTERED IBADAN ‘BEING ADVISED 
OF OUR ACTIONe 


50 .ALL ABOVE. MOVES BEING ‘MADE ‘ON ‘BASTS. ‘NUMBER INTERVIEWS 
AREA WARDENS» ‘PERSONAL VISITS ‘BY “RC: STAFF:, AND: ‘SMALL: :OF ‘BDHC 
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(ESPECIALLY IJEBUe ODE AREA) .AND: ‘DISCUSSIONS. WITH ‘SCHOOL’ 
PRINCIPALS« REGIONAL PEACE CORPS OFFICE. AND ‘CONSULATE BELTEVE 
THERE NO IMMEDIATE iMILITARY ‘THREAT TO: ANY «THESE | AREAS 0. 
HOWEVER» We. KEEPING IN ‘CLOSE: ‘TOUCH: WITH: ‘PCV"°.Sp ‘BDHC - AND 

AREA. WARDENS : AND WILL AGAPT PULL ‘BACK | sANY IUSG. ‘EMPLOYEES > IF 

ANY ‘DANGER BEGINS MATERIALIZE © 


60 WALKIEeTALKIES REMAIN.IN “CONSULATE ‘VAULT | AND JUNL I CENSED o 
USAID RADTOS REMAIN IN PLACE: WITH. TRANSMITTER : ‘TUBES: 

REMOVED TO MINIMIZE ‘POSSIBILITY ‘OF: AMCITS::BEENG ‘PLACED IN 
AWKWARD ‘POSITION.IF ‘DESCOVERED: IN ‘POSSESSION ‘UNAUTHORIZED 
RADIO EQUIPMENT: 


7° ALTHOUGH: THERE HAVE ‘BEEN TWO ISOLATED: INSTANCES 10F 
POLICE AND ARMY QUESTIONING: ANDSEARCHING HOMES ‘OF .AMCITS: 
OUTSIDE IBADAN» ‘WE ‘HAVE BEEN MUCH. LUCKIER: ‘THAN BRITISH 
WHO ‘HAVE HAD SEVEN INCIDENTS» | INCLUDING ‘ONE ‘QUITE ‘SERTOUS» ~ 
THOUGH ‘THUS: FAR ‘UNPUBLICIZEDs .CHARGE (OF "ESPIONAGE". IN» IBADAN ® 
" 9 'PeMe TO-6 AoMe ‘CURFEW ‘REMAINS .AND | ‘THERE! FS ‘BLACOIT 
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SUBJ! AZIKIWE VISIT - 
REF i MONROVIA’S 927 


FORMER NIGERIAN PRESIDENT AZIKIWE ARRIVED IN MONROVIA LATE SATUR= 
DeY AFTER PRESIMENT TUBMAN'S DEPARTURE FOR OAU CONFERENCES APPARENT? 
LY AZIKIWE HAD KEEN EXPECTED ARRIVE EITHER FRIDAY OR SATURDAY 
MORNING BEFORE TUBYAN DEPARTUREs IN-MEETING BILLED AS TOP SECRET 
IN PRESS REPORTs AZIKIWE TALKED WITH VICE: PRESIDENT TOLRERTs HOUSE 


@e 
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SPEAKER HENRIES» AND ACTING SECRSTATE MOOREs PRESIDENT'S SONs 
SENATOR SHAD TUBMANs FLEW KINSHASA SEPTEMBER ‘It .TO REPORT RESULTS 
TALKS TO PRESIDENT® 


COMMENT! ALTHOUGH TUBMAN HAS. INDICATED PUBLIC AGREEMENT WITH 
ASSERTION THAT NIGERIAN :CRISIS INTERNAL AFFAIR» HE HAS EVIDENTLY 
WELCOMED CHANCE TO HEAR FROM AZIKiWes PRESS INDICATES AZIKIWE 
AY RETURN LIBERIA FOR. PERSONAL MEETING ada TUBMAN - “FOLLOWING ‘OAU 
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BEF: VOA Reet AT @7@0Z TODAY THAT ENUGU AIRPORY SEVERELY 
MabhA2SkO BY RECENT AIR RAIDS 


VICE “CONSUL MCLAUGHL IN. VISTTED ‘ENUGU AYRPORT. “FODAY IN (COMPANY 
a ZAERAN ALR FORCE ‘COMMANDER -ATRPORE “FULLY OPERATIONAL; LAND 
Ly INSIGNIFICANT ‘DAMAGE: DONE BY ‘RECENT “FMG ATR ) ATTACKS 0 


2 REQUEST» ‘THEREFOREs THAT WHEN’ ’VOA CARRIES 'FMG 
. SYATEMENT YS THAT ENUGU.. AYRPORTNONOPERATIONAL 5 - POLLC | ING TAG 
BE ADDEDs "RELIABLE ‘OBSERVER™ WHO ViSYTED: ‘ENUGU AERPORT AFTER 
i 2 FHE ATTACKS: ‘REPORTED THE AIRPORT FULLY OPERATIONAL: AND 
, SASD THE ONLY ‘DAMAGE APPEARED YO BE BROKEN ‘WINDOWS IN ‘THE 
CONTROL “TOWERs® 
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lo IN FOLLOW UP ‘TO “CONVERSATION REPORTED. LAGOS 24455 

SWISS AMBASSADOR ‘REAL ‘TOLD POL ‘COUNSELOR © ‘MORNING ‘SEPT 12 
HE HAD TELEPHONED ICRC. ‘REP HOFFMAN, WHO - IN : ‘DOUAL As ABOUT 
OTHER MATTERS .AND .ALSO ASKED QUESTIONS ‘PERTINENT TO ‘MATTERS: 
RAISED REFTELe 
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20 HOFFMAN SAID .ASSURANCES REGARDING APPLICATION ‘OF ‘GENEVA 
CONVENTION HAD ‘COME FROM ‘GOWON .AND OUUKWU: FOR’ FMG .AND , 
EAST RESPECTIVELYe SINCE ASSURANCES ‘GIVEN ‘ORALLY ‘HE DOES 


NOT HAVE “PRECISE. TERMS"s 
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ac THERE HAS. BEEN NO PLAN» OR EVEN DISCUSSION» OF POSSIBLE 
EXCHANGE OF POWSe HOFFMAN POINTED: OUT THAT ARTICLE :3 ‘OF 
GENEVA CONVENTION DOES NOT MENTION EXCHANGE .OF -POWS» 

WHICH THEREFORE NOT. REQUIREDe THIS COULD ONLY BE ‘DONE 

BY AGREEMENT OF PARTIES TO DISPUTEs WITH ICRC. ASSISTANCE 
WHEREVER FEASIBLE+ 


4&o HOFFMAN WELL: LOOK INTO PROBLEMS ‘OF REFUGEES .IN CAM CROONe 
HE MENTIONED THAT. SOME EASTERNERS. HAD : ‘BEEN ALLOWED BY 
ZCAMEROON TO’ GO OVER ROAD FROM IKOM INTO ‘CAMEROON AND THEN 
BaCK INTO ‘EAST ON ROAD TO CALABORe HOFFMAN WILL ‘RETURN © 

LAGOS END OF THIS WEEK 
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IMPORTANT POLITICAL MANEUVER POSSIBLY TEMED ‘TO :COLNCIDE: 
WITH MELITARY INITIATIVES BY REBEL: ‘FORCES .AND : ALSO ‘PROBABLY 
DESIGNED to GIVE .AURA OF ‘SUCCESS .AND ‘OPTIMISM TO REBEL | 
SPOKESMEN -AT OAU ‘CONFERENCE IN ‘KINSHASA :AT (EXPENSE ‘PERSONAL 
PRESTIGE CHYEF AWOLOWO. ‘SPEECH {INCLUDED ia STeHEN OF 
FIVE OBJECTIVES OF LIBERATION. ARMY EN IMEDWEST# : B}) ‘GONDEMNATION 
OF "HAUSASFULANE"” DOMINATION ‘OF ‘SOUTHERN NEGE RIGS “THROUGH 
"SAVAGE BLOOD BATH"? ich RINGING ‘SUMMONS ‘FOR ‘YORUBA 'PEOPLE: 
IN WEST AND NORTHERN NIGERIA TO RISE. EN ARMS | AGAINST 
NORTHERN TROOPS# ¢D} ‘CALL FOR ‘YORUBA ‘OFFICERS .AND 

MEN IN FEDERAL ARMY “TO JOIN: BANJOS ARMNYs AND {E}) ‘PROMISE 
THAT LIBERATION ARMY ‘SHALL: NOW MOVE FORWARD AND ‘RUSH 
NORTHERN TROOPS OFF MIDWEST SOIL AND ‘FROM ‘YORUBA..AREAS 

Of THE WEST AND NORTHERN 'REGIONSe 


2o FIVE QBUECTIVES OF LIBERATION ARMY SAME:.AS ‘THOSE ‘CONTWKNED 
IN BANJO RADIO ‘SPEECHES .OF AUGUST 19 AND i4o ‘REPETITION 

AT THIS TIME PROBABLY DESIGNED ANSWER - ACCUSATIONS 'OF 

"yBO DOMYNATION™ AND REASSURE MYDWESTERNSo EMBASSY 
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CONCLUDES - ‘ROM FREQUENT iMENTEON -BY BENIN ‘RADIO ‘OF ° "RUMORe 
MONGERS® AND APPEALS FOR CIVIL ‘SERVANTS. ‘TO ‘RETURN : TO: ‘DURY» 
THAT MUCH -TIMIDITY ‘OR NON# ‘PARTICIPATION STILL. ‘HAMPERING 
NORMAL OPERATIONS ‘OF ‘MEDWEST ‘GOVERNMENT « ‘EXTENT OF. DI SAFFECTION 
ZN MIDWEST NOY KNOWNs BUT FEDERAL. ‘MEDIA. ASS FDUOUSL'Y WORKING 
ON THEME WS TH (CALLS FOR “CIVIL ‘DISOBEDIENCE AND ‘STORIES iOF 
PROMINENT *“REFUGEES® FROM MIODWESTo ONE ‘OF LATEST is iMAJOR 
GBEMUDUO», WHO ‘CAME TO-’FMG SIDE FROM - BENIN WY TH: ‘OTHER ‘NON 1BO 
MIDWESTERN SOLDIERS AND SA¥S ‘EJOOR AND ‘MANY OTHERS - ARE 
STILL. LOYAL: TO FMGe LAGOS: ‘CLAIM THAT ‘MEDWEST ‘THAKE = OVER © 

WAS FACILITATED BY “1Ba::COUP" Is APPARENTLY ‘CONVINCENG, 
MIDWESTERNERS»s WHO ‘PUZZLED AT. EASE OF. INVASLON: AND WILLING 
SUSPECT Bao: TREACHERY > 


3o CALL. TO YORUBA :CYVILIANS .AND ‘YORUBA ‘MILITARY iMEN : ‘TO 

RIiSE.IN ARMS: AND/OR JOIN BANJO. ARMY NOT (EXPECTED “70 jHAVE 

SUDDEN -OR ‘OVERT (EFFECTo IN FACTos EFFECTIVENESS ‘OF iSUCH 

CALL TO YORUBAS. PROBABLY ‘DEPENDENT ‘HEAVILY ‘ON IMLETTARY ‘SUCCESS | 
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OF :SO=CALLED ‘LIBERATION ARMY ‘HOWEVERs YOCQBA ‘TROOPS IN 
CONTACT . WITH REBELS ARE: ‘RUMORED TO ‘SURRENDER: ‘MORE: ‘READILY 
THAN NORTHERN ‘TROOPSs - AND :BANJO .APPEAL ‘MIGHT : INCREASE 
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SUCH WAVERING® IT POSSIBLE ‘THAT : -BANJO*S ‘SPEECH ‘COULD INCREASE 
DISTRUST OF YORUBAS IN FMG ARMYo WHETHER ‘THES LESSENS: 
USEFULNESS ‘OF’ YORUBA OFFICERS: ‘SUCH AS LTC: AK INRENADE (SIXTH 
BRIGADE) AND ‘COL>o ADEKUNLE: (THIRD ‘DIVISHON ‘COVEN MEONS ‘OF 
PREDOMINANTLY ‘NORTHERN “TROOPS- ‘DEPENDS .LARGEGMY :ON THETER ‘OWN 
PERFORMANCE IN MILITARY ‘ENCOUNTERS e 


4oHOIRST REACTION OF ‘NONSYORUBA NIGEREANS: ASKED ‘BY EMBOFFS 
IN LAGOS ig THAT. INFLUENCE OF ‘CHIEF: AWQLOWO. ts: ‘MUCH : ‘GREATER: 
IN ‘YORUBALAND ‘THAN : THAT [OF BANJOo SINCE: AWOLOWO ‘HAS: ‘SPOKEN 
STRONGLY IN ‘SUPPORT PMG THEY “THINK: BANJO - ‘SPEECH, ‘WHICH: “THEY 
CONSIDER PROPAGANDA TRICK» WILL: HAVE: LEMITED- ‘EFFECT® 
EVIDENTLY :STATUS .AND . IMPACT OF BANJO AMONG : ‘YORUBAS: HAS 
DECREASED ‘SINCE ‘EARLY AUGUST ‘WHEN QUUKWU APPOINTED ‘MAJOR 
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REASSUME ‘COMMAND OF ‘THE ‘NORTHERN. FRONT IN BIAFRAe ; 

30 “DURING MY ABSENCE THERE .HAS BEEN A LOT ‘OF ‘SPECULATION: AND A Lot 

OF MISUNDERSTANDING AMONGST YOUs ARISING FROM AN INCOMPLETE 

UNDERSTANDING OF ‘THE. AIMS .AND ‘OBJECTIVES: OF THE LIBERATION .ARMYe 
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DETERMINE. ‘THEIR POLITICAL: ‘FUTURE o 

4o “FELLOW CITIZENS» | THERE HAS BEEN ‘NO DEVIATION: ‘FROM: THOSE: *PRINCITe 
PLES AND .I WOULD LIKE REASSURE .ALL.:OF ° ‘YOUs :BOTH.. IiN “THE . -AREAS ‘THAT 
HAVE ALREADY BEEN LIBERATED AND IN ‘THE AREAS ° INTO: WHICH ‘THE’ 
LIBERATION 
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ERN DOMINATIONo 

7e "THIS IS NOT A STRUGGLE BETWEEN ARMIES.:OR BETWEEN RULERSe THES 

IS A WAR OF THE PEOPLE» BY THE PEOPLE> “FOR IMANY YEARS THE PEOPLE 
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HAVE BEEN ‘DISPENSED WITH 
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NIGERIAN TRIBUNE 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 31, 1967 


LET'S WARD OFF THIS COLD WAR ~ By A. Afrika 


I'm a member of the world community; I'm an African; I'm; a Nigerian; 
and Itam a Yorubaman,. 


I am proud to be what I am. For better for worse, I will never renounce 
my membership of any of these connections wnless any or all of them are 
dissolved by forces over which I have no control, 


It was exactly 2 a.me on Monday, August 28, when I woke up from my 
sleep. I had a disturbed night and my mind began to wander about the 
Nigerian crisis. 


I did not claim to see any vision. In fact, I did not see one, 


We are now in a state of war when no citizen can enjoy absolute freedom 
to say his or her mind. 


But this is a war with a difference, 


For we are not waging a total war or a war of outright extermination 
against a foreign country which if we had the military power we would 
wish to destroy totally, 


We are waging a war purposely to preserve the identity and indivisibility 
of our country. 


From whatever angle we may look at the current crisis, the issue is 
largely a political crisis, 


It is a crisis-over what political type or form of association under 
which the diverse peoples who inhabit this part of the world can live, 


This being the case, nobody can rightly claim 4 nonopoly of wisdom 

in this respect, Which is why the head of state and Commander—in-Chief 
of the Nigerian armed forces, Major General Gowon, must be richly 
praised for setting up a war cabinet to jointly and severally prosecute 
the war so as to bring it to 4 speedy end. 


My main concern in this article is "How not to internationalise 
this war", 
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We must tarry a bit to find out whether we are not playing ourselves 
into the hands of those who are experts in the art of international 
cold war, 


We shall be deceiving ourselves if we fail to admit now that the 
Nigeria's war is being seen by certain foreign countries 2s a 
Christain Vs Muslim war; Communism Vs Democracy; Catholicism Vs 
Atheism; Western Vs Eastern ideological conflict. 


We Nigerians know full well that none of these issues is involved in - 
the present war. But either by design or accident, this is how 
certain foreigners are looking at it. We must resolutely disestablish 
this wrong assumption before it assumes serious proportion, 


For once we allow that dangerous insinuation to fain permanent 
currency, the world powers will gang up for this or that side, 


At that crucial stage, all vested interests would have forgotten the 
moot cause of our crisis but start to stake everything to ensure 
success for its own selfish end, 


Nigeria and Niccrians will be the losers if we allow ovr soil to 
become a theatre for the display of these conflicting foreign 
idiosyncracies and ideologies, 


In orderts ward off the sphere of this dreadful cold war from our soil, 
two or three things readily come to my mind which we must do or must 
not do before the Hast steals the show again, 


One: we must start a massive campaign to profess and defend our foreign 
policy of non-clignment, 


Ve must make the world understand that we are neither for Commnism 
nor for the American democracy, 


Afterall, there are no true Commmists in this comtry. The few 
Marxists we have are opportunists and revisionists who share their 
allegiance between Peking and Moscow. 


Afterall, these are no dedicated democrats. We are either democratic 
or pragmatic socialists - both stare the capitalist Americen in the face, 


Afterall, we are no good Christians. The Pope in the Vatican City 

and the Archbishop in Canterbury will be shocked to see the gods we 
worship in the corners of our houses after proclaiming christianity 
on tree-tops. 


Afterall, we are no good muslims. In any event, orthodox muslim and 
international Communist are never good fellow-travellers,. 
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Why then should we inherit the prejudice of one international pover 
bloc at the expense of the other? Or why should certain Nigerian 
newspapers draw us into the world cold war? 


Tyo: our journalists, radio commentators, trade union spokesmen 
and all must weigh their language when attacking this or that power. 


By our present effusion, we are capable of driving these foreign 
countries to gang up for certain purposes which will definitely 
not be in our best interests, : 


As we are now seeing visibly, certain undesirable characters both 
at home and abroad may exploit the present situation to boost 
their personal ego. 


Three: there are, it must be emphasized, that certain newsparers 
in their over-zealousness to commercialise the crisis are doing 
irreparable damage to this country. 


Photographs of 'war prisoners! eating in a bowl; or « group of 
captives being herded and chained together, or a iuslim soldier 
praying before going to the battle front; or the photograyh of a 
church or even ordinery private dwelling houses being reduced to 
shambles; or Ibos being ordered to register in their own country 

are no good advertisements for the corporate existence of the country. 


By now, we ought to begin to ask ourselves why we are losing our so- 
called traditional friends in Europe and even Africa here, 


By the tactlessness of these over—zealous newspaper editors, radio 
aud television commentators we are foolishly but surely winning 
sympathy and support for a man we rightly proclaim a rebel. 


Human beings being what they are, are tempted to be in sympathy 
with those who are suffering ~- real suffering! 


we must not allow the impression that the Ibos, as a people,, are 
being persecuted in Nigeria and that they are unwanted, And this 
exactly is what these newspapers, in order to boost their circulation, 
are doing at the moment, 


But unfortunately those who would like to make honest suggestions 
are hesitant: for fear of being dubbed fence sitters and all sorts 
of names as if the accusers are more Nigerian than most of us, 
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The pity of it all is that some of the managers of such papers 
are no Nigerians either by blood or adoption, 


Finally, we must now rid ourselves of personal pride. We must stop 
to think - and think fast too, 


If we do not want this escalating war to be internationalised 
maybe we can allow genuine African leaders within the context of 
the OAU to intervene if they show any move in this direction. 


If we disallow African leaders to intervene right now, insisting 
that our crisis is purely domestic, the international interlopers, 
to our chagrin, may intervene irrespective of whether we like such 
intervention or not, 


They could use all. overt and convert acts to import a global war to 
Nigeria, We must not allow this to happen, 


Let's ward off this cold war, 
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UNSOPHISTICATEDo FOR EXAMPLE BOMBING BY :DC«3 AIRCRAFT 
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FUSES APPARENILY ARE ‘SET AT LAST MOMENT BEFORE BOMB EJECTED: 
UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES IT NOT SURPRISING THAT THOSE BOMBS 

WHICH EXPLODE (EYIOENTLY MANY ARE DUDS! DO NOT HIT TARGETS 
ACCURATELY 


20 OTHER FACTORSWHICH MAKE FOR INACCURATE BOMBING ARE: 
AJVAGUE OR- INACCURATE TARGETTING DATA#B} PAUCITY OR 
SCARCITY DETAILED MAPSs ‘CILIMETED ACCURACY IN PINPOINTING 
TARGETS# D}VERY LIMITED EXPERIENCE OF PILOTS IN HANDLING 
PLANES OVER ENEMY TERRITORY OR IDENTIFYING NECESSARY 
TARGETTING LANDMARKS» 


30 FOREGOING OBSERVATIONS» HOWEVERs DO NOT NECESSARILY 

MEAN ETTHER FMG OR “BIAFRA" AIRFORCE IS DELIBERATELY CONDUCT ~ 
ING OPERATIONS DESIGNED TO "“EXTERMINATE™ CIVILIANS. OR EVEN 
THAT CIVILIAN AREAS ARE TARGETS IN THEMSELVES BELIEVE IT 
IMPORTANT ‘TO REMEMBER THAT FMG KNOWS ABOUT MILITARY 

TARGETS IN EAST OF WHICH WE CANNOT RPT NOT 8E AWARE 

FOR EXAMPLE, EMBASSY OFFICERS TOLD THIS WEEK BY HIGH 
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RANKING NIGERIAN OFFICIALS THAT AIRSTRIP HAS BEENCONSTRUCTED 
AT OWERRI WHERE PLANES FROM ABROAD ARE DELIVERING SUPPLIES 

TO "BIAFRA%. THIS COULD EXPLAIN FMG ATTEMPTS TO BOMB OWERRI 

WHICH OTHERWISE MIGHT NOT MAKE SENSETO ‘USe ANOTHER EXAMPLE 

IS RAILROAD WORKSHOPS IN ENUGU WHICH ARE ‘CAPABLE NOT ‘ONLY 

OF REPAIRING LOCOMOTIVES BUT ARE BEING 'USED TO 

PRODUCE HOMEMADE 'TANKSe DATT HAS LEARNEDTHAT FMG BELIEVES 
SOME RECENTLY IMPORTED ARMORED ‘CARS AND HALFeTRACKS ARE 

BEING WORKED ON IN ENUGU RAILWAY WORKSHOPS. THIS WOULD 

EXPLAIN RECENT BOMBING OF RAILWAY ‘YARDS IN ENUGUs (ENUGU «452 ) 


ue ANOTHER FACTOR TO REMEMBER IS THAT EMG ATTACKS .ON EASTERN 
CITIES HAVE COME AFTER (AND CONSIDERABLY AFTER] EASTERN 
PLANES ATTACKED: CIVILIAN MARKET PLACES AND HOMES IN IDAHs - 
GBOKOs MAKURDIs AND SEVERAL OTHER PLACES (ENUGU ‘RADIO HAS 
BOASTED ABOUT THEIR ATTACKS ON THESE AND OTHER TOWNS} 6 
FMG WARNED: RECENTLY THAT IF SUCH ATTACKS DED NOT ‘STOP ‘THEY 

, WOULD HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO BOMB ‘CITIES IN-EASTs “THIS 
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IS HAPPENING AND ATTACKS HAVE ALREADY OCCURRED AGAINST 
ONITSHAs PORT HARCOURTs CALABARs IKOM AND OTHER PLACESs 
WE CAN ASSUME IN VIEW REPORTS AVAILABLE THAT ‘EASTERN 
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FORCES ARE MASSING IN ONITSHAsASABA AREAS THAT FURTHER 
ATTACKS LIKELY IN AREAS WHERE TROOP BUILD-UP OCCURRING: 


Se EMBASSY ALSO WISHES POINT OUT DESIRABILITY AVOIDING 
ACCUSATIONS THAT EITHER SIDE TS ENGAGED IN DELIBERATE 
POLICY MPEXTERMINATION™ ‘WHICH IN ANY ‘CASEs 7S UNREALISTIC 
BECAUSEOF EXTREMELY LIMITED AVAILABILITY AIR WEAPONS» 

IN FACTs GOWON'S POLICIES AND INSTRUCTIONS To TROOPS HAVE 
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: ji 7 one ier 
Honorable Charles C. Diggs, Jr. oo b / fi A | j fr ie 
House of Representatives ff : 
Washington, D. C. 20515 / 
ae L 
Dear Congressman Diggs: , 
a“ 


I have received your request of August 29 asking for comment on a 
telegram from Mr. Aggrey K. Oji, the "Special Representative of 

the Republic of Biafra," concerning Nigeria. Several other Congress~ 
pen have asked for comment on Mr. Oji's communication, and I am re- 
plying to them in a similar vein. 


Since the United States Government continues to recognize the Federal 
Military Government as the only Government of Nigeria, Mr. Oji has no 
official status in this country. 


With respect to Mr, Oji's statements concerning the Nigerian situation, 
the United States Government has consistently maintained that the pre- 
gent crisis in Nigeria is an internal matter which can only be resolved 
by the leaders and the people of Nigeria themselves. Moreover, we have 
encouraged every effort to bring about a peaceful resolution of the 
differences in that country. Accordingly, we have refrained from any 
action which could be interpreted as interference in Nigeria's affairs, 
and have refused to permit the sale of arms from United States sources 
for use in that country. It remains our earnest bope that the fight- 
ing will be brought to an early end and that the remaining differences 
between the Nigerians can be resolved amicably. We continue on every 
appropriate occasion to encourage efforts towards this goal. 


The newspaper story to which Mr, Oji refers was apparently based on a 
statement made by a Department of State spokesman on August 21. I am 
taking the liberty of enclosing a copy of that statement for your infor- 
mation. Needless to say, I would not wish to comment on any implications 
that the newspaper may have drawn from the statement. 
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Tf there is any additional information regarding this situation which 
would be helpful to yeu, please do not hesitate to let me know. 


Sincerely yours, 


Gw 


 Williem 3B, Macomber, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary for 
Congressional Relations 


Enclogures: 


1. Statement of August 21 by Department of State 
spokesman. 
2, Telegram returned. 
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Mouse of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. _ 
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August 29. 196.7 
Congressional Liaison Office 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
Ly 
The attached communication 
is sent for your consideration. 
| Please investigate the statements 
i 
contained therein and forward me “SS 
the necessary information. for re-= YY 
ei ai a3 
ply, returning tiie enclosed corre- 
| spondence’ with your answer. S 
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le ‘EMBASSY’ LAGOS REPEATING TWO TELEGRAMS: (LAGOS ‘2859 

AND LAGOS 2197) TO LUSAKA» WHICH HAVE. ‘SOME ‘RELEVANCE : ‘TO 
ISSUES ‘RAISED REFTEL. ‘THEY ‘RECORD NEGATIVE ‘FMG :REACTIONS 
SO FAR ‘TO THIRD PARTY EFFORTS. ‘PROMOTE: ‘PEACEFUL ‘SETTLEMENT 
NIGERIAN REBELLIONe 
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UPDATE ‘CURRENT - ‘FMG/EASTERN. MIL ‘SITUATION’ ‘DIA: ‘FOR !DIACOs 
CINCSTRIKE: ‘FOR ‘STRU28 iCe ‘DA FOR ACSI « 


lo FMG:MJL» POLICE AND ‘SUPREME ‘MIL’ :GOUNCIL ‘FIGURES ‘CLAIM 
robs ‘THATS 

COLONEL ‘MUHAMMED*S.;SECOND DIVISION AUCH] “FRONT “CONTINUES 
*a000 PROGRESS"> ‘MUHAMMED. STILL NO- ‘MORE - ‘FORTHCOMING : WITH 
SITREPS BUT FMG:!NOW"LEARNED ‘TO (HANDLE: THIS". AND ‘BELIEVES 
HIS-FORCES. APPROX VILLAGE::EWUH (Z649NB615E) APPROX ‘25 MILES: 
SOUTH. AUCHT ON MAIN ‘ROUTE: AND ‘NORTH ‘WEST 'UBIAWA®e 


er ‘2 (RUTALS '2327CC':S EC R'E T 
‘BIG. EMG TROOP. BUILDUP iINOTED iOSHOGBO (O747NO434E) -RAIL: 
ee IN iNORTHERN ‘PORTION ‘WESTERN ‘STATE (THES: "FROM: ‘POLICE 
SOURCES) « (THIS MAY BEAR: ‘RELATIONSHIP TO ITEM ‘DESQUSSBED ‘BY 
SmC. SOURCE TO-EFFECTYTIME ‘MAY ‘BE: ‘RIPE! FOR“FMG ‘MOVE IN “FORCE 
DOWN: INTO: iMID* “WEST “FROM™ ‘DIRECTION ‘OWO"(-ON. ‘ROUTE iNINE) 6 
IF. ‘THIS ‘WERE IN. TACTICAL: MILLa LIKELY > BUILDUP WITH ‘RESPECT 
RAIL: ‘FACIEITIES | ‘WOULD:.BE OSHOGBO . IF UNITS: .AND/OR “TROOPS :COMING 
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FROM NORTHe OF COURSE» CONSIDERATION MUST. aLSO BE iGIVEN ‘TO 
FACT MOVE ‘COULD. BE PURELY DEFENSIVE IN ‘NATURE AND -BE «GEARED 
TO ‘POSSIBILITY EASTERN - ATTEMPT ‘MAKE MOVE IN ‘FORCE: ‘OUT : 1OF 
MED=WEST TOWARD . IBADAN) « 
Co NIGERIAN AIR FORCE ‘RAIDS'ON EATERN TARGETS EXPECTED 
CONTINUE AND INCREASE IN ‘INTENSITY AS ‘MORE JETS. BECOME ‘OPERA~ 
TIONAL ‘SMC SOURCE-SAID ‘JETS BEING ‘'USED.. AGAINST: -ENUGU iWERE 
HUNTING ‘PROVOSTS.;OBTAINED. FROM ‘SUDAN®e- (EXPAT - ‘POLICE ‘SOURCE 
SAID ‘HE:. BELIEVED: ‘JETS BEING ‘FLOWN ON "ONE. AND iONE. BASS". 
THAT IS» ‘ONE EXPATZONE NIGERIAN: EACH PLANE) « THES. ‘SOURCE 
ALSO ‘STRESSED ‘HIS ‘BELIEF ‘NO-SOVBLOC - ‘PERSONNEL. - FEYING 
COMBAT MISSTONSo :SMC SOURCE IN DISCUSSING. SAME: -POENT ‘SAID 
BLOC PILOTS: ‘BUSY TRAINING. BOTH NIGERIANS AND EXPATS: IN 


PAGE :3 RUTALS 2@327CC S EC R'E 'T 
MANDLING MIGSe ‘SOURCE ‘SAID QUOTE. WE HOPE. BE ABLE ‘HAVE .ALL 
EXPaTs” ‘CHECKED OUT ‘ON ‘THEM VERY NEAR FUTURE .AND “THEN ‘WE -CAN 
PERMIT THE OTHERS (IMPLICATION WAS. :BLICK PERSONNEL }. ‘TO ‘DERART 
AND | LEAVE FURTHER TRAINING - LN (HANDS ‘EXPATS. (IMPLICATION ‘WAS 
WESTERNERS } FOR ‘REMAINDER. OF TIME. THEY NEEDED }e 

De RAIDS ON ‘ENUGU “HAVE :HAD..AS TARGETS (RALL:'YARD (WITH 

SPECIFIC TARGET RAIL WORKSHOPS WHERE FMG BELIEVES; “EASTERN 
ARMORED ‘CARS BEING ‘FABRICATED!2 AIRPORT .AND COMMO FACILITIES. 
SOME ‘INDICATION FROM GENERAL: ‘CONVERSATION: ‘THAT SOME .CONSIDERAS 
TION BEING GIVEN ATTACK NATURAL ‘GAS -TERMAL. POWER : ‘GENERATING © 
FACILITIES AFAM(O448NO8719E) NORTH EAST. ‘PORT ‘HARCOURT ‘WHICH 
BIGGEST SINGLE POWER SOURCE: ENTIRE EASTERN POWER ‘GRID ‘SYSTEM. 
Ee ‘POLICE ‘MONITORING (OF: ‘EASTERN ‘COMMUNICATIONS ‘HAD INBICATED 
"RADIO BIAFRA" HAS ‘BEEN ‘OFF AIR MOST OF MORNING: (07 ‘SEP )o 

SAME SOURCE SAID ‘MONITORING EASTERN | COMMUNICATIONS IKON» :OGOUA 
PROVINCE, : INDICATES ‘COMMUNICATIONS ‘THERE: “SOMEWHAT ‘SPORADIC" 
Fe EASTERN FORCES CONTINUE: LOCAL COUNTERATTACKS GENERAL .AREA 
EHA®: ALUMONA (8649N@727E) \SE: NSUKKA WITH "LITTLE. SUCCESS". 


2e AT IKEJA AIRPORT - APPROX ®@71@83GSEP LOCAL :DAO MAP OFFICER 
NOTED: ‘NAF.Le29 ‘WETS NAF 4B 1 AND NAF Qe ‘TAKING OF F ‘ON [WHAT 
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RELIABLE. AIRPORT :OFFICERSALD ‘WAS - "COMBAT MIESSEON.e ALSO | AT 
ATLRPORT SAME TIME: WAS ‘BULGARIAN ILYUSHIN FOUR : JET: AERLINER, 
REGISTRATION LZ= “BET» AND. NUMBER: "NR 18" GON ‘SIDE : ‘OF 
FUSELAGE BELOW PILOT ‘CABINe PLANE’ .ARRIVED ‘NITE @6/07 SEP. 


3° DAO ‘STAFFER REPORTS :SDB NNS .KADUNA ‘RE TURNED LAGOS ‘HARBOR 
FROM :‘SEA~ APPROX @713)5SEP LOCAL ® 


4s UsKe DEFENSE.ADVISOR REPORTS “THAT (NEW "AERIAL. TURNING 
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AT ABA THAT NIGERIAN AIR FORCE YESTERDAY ‘DROPPED ‘TWO BOMBS IN 
ABA, ONE OF. WHICH FELL IN LARGE MARKET AREA KILLING FOURTEEN 
i CIVILIANS* (COMMENT: IF THIS TRUE IT WOULD APPEAR FMG 
DELIBERATELY BOMBING ‘CIVILIAN AREAS SINCE, TO OUR KNOWLEDGE» 
THERE NO MILITARY OR STRATEGIC ENSTALLATIONS IN ABA: AREA 
SUCH AN -ATTACKs CLOSELY ‘ON ‘HEELS OF AIR (RAID ON -OWERRY - 

(WHICH ALSO. WITHOUT MILITARY OR STRATEGIC. IMPORTANCE} -= WILL 
PROBABLY LNCREASE "BIAFRAN"- FEARS THAT EMG OUT. TO "EXTERMINATE" 
FASTERNERSo WE WOULD EXPECT ‘CONTINUATION 

OF .SUCH RAIDS TO 

SWING SUPPORT TO THOSE "HAWKS" WHO HAVE..BEEN 'URGING ‘THAT 
BIAFRAN. AIR FORCE. CONDUCT OPERATIONS AGAINST ‘LAGOS .AND OTHER 
LARGE "ENEMY" CIVILIANS: 


Be GENERALLY ALL. QUIET 
ENUGUs NO AERIAL ACTIVITY OBSERVED» 
PROBABLY BECAUSE OF HEAVY RAIN AND DENSE LOW ‘CLOUD COVER. 
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aa Meee ARAL ( oi 8 RAN 
\ ie eae FROM Amconsul FRANKFURT DATE: September 7, 1967 
F . 
i TAR SUBJECT Nigerian Students Piatest US Arms Ban . t a 
| TR AIR , . ae 
| ee [REF | 1) Bom ‘el 2415 ; 2) 1 Frankfurt A-33 of higust 12, 1967 3 
I _ ARMY] CIA NAVY ae . : =o : 7 ' : t 
3 | 2o oa 
See aaa "attached herewith , is a copy of: the. uettex presented by deaneteatane 
5 33] to “Nigerian students to this Consulate General on September 4. (Reference 1) 
Le + The letter states: : as 
A f , 1. The US, ‘because of navies financial interests in Eastern 
A : ae Nigeria, denies. the right of the legitimate government of 
i Gs Lagos to purchase. arms in the US to suppress the internal . 
oe . insurrection, = = oe eee 
: sy “ig “2, The refusal of the United States strengthens the will of the _ - 
ae " . rebels to resist and thus results in a sEnORpnEReaeH of the 
a se civil war, 
‘- eo .3, The rebels receive arms from the United States and other 
00 m ae Western countries through the back door. . 
A o “hs Nigerian (Lagos) purchase’ of Soviet arms followed United States 
en refusal and the.subsequent US protest against "presence of 
ay os Soviet arms in Nigeria" constitutes sabotage of Nigerian unity. 
. : 5, The United States claimed that Nigeria wanted military aid from 
the US... This,is a distortion Decauee: Nigeria wanted to purchase 
oe The doer was. signed by the President: and Sechetay of the Hessen branch 
it ’.| of the Nigeria Union of Students, > Mr. pany Veneer and Mr. Segun pees 
i - [fs respectively... , . 
Le Sop ag ees . 
a. ‘ As stated (to 1 Department, Sonn and Lagos only) =| 
wont = LIMITED OFFICIAL USE —— CORD PPT USE ONLY 
‘ ha as Ds. 323 eae ([] our 
: Drafted by: POL:PAHe atth e 6 67 ‘ ; “ontents and Classification pproved by: : 
"4: Clearances: ea : 
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A similar letter was separately presented to the British and French Consul-= 
ates in Frankfurt. ; , 


Comment, 


The delegation met with consular. officers and the discussions were in a 
friendly spirit. Reminded of US support for Nigerian development, the 
Nigerians immediately chimed in, citing their own Imowledge of US assistance 
and mentioned specifically the valuable contribution of the Peace Corps. 
| - They listened attentively to the US presentation but then reiterated the 
standard Lagos position, At the conclusion, they thanked the Consulate most 
[ profusely for meeting with them. The only coverage in the local press 
consisted of pictures of the demonstration. - * 


“An amusing footnote: The British Consulate in Frankfurt had just hired a . 
be ‘Nigerian as receptionist, Just before the demonstrators arrived at the 
- British Consulate, the Nigerian asked his supervisor, "Sir, may I be excused 
for ten minutes to join the demonstration in front of the (British) Consulate?" 
_ Permission was granted... ae “a 


Pa . The Department will recall (Reference 2) that a group of Biafra students 
i demonstrated before the British Cohsulate August 9, calling for assistance 


> | to Biafra. 
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Ok NIGERIAN :HIGOM AND 1QUOTE ‘BIAFRANS 'UNQUOTE ‘WHO INVADED. _ 
PRESS ‘CONFERENCE CALLED BY HICOMER ‘OGUNDIBE WITH PRO BIAFRAN 
BANNERSo ‘WITH HELP 'OF 'POLIGES ‘DEMONSTRATING -EASTERNERS WERE 


EWECTED FROM MEETING. 


20 ACCORDING TQ BRESS» ‘CONFERENCE ‘WAS CONVENED; ‘BY OGUNDIPE 
: TO ENABLE BRIDAGTER GoTe KURUBOs ‘COMMANDER OF: THE NIGERIAN 
AIR FORCEs ‘TO EXPRESS iHIS OPPOSITION ‘TO EASTERN ‘SECESSION« 


ARDLAN DESCRIBES KURUBO AS 'MEMBER OF: MUD OR TTY GT RISE ‘FROM 
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Zx1o 


GL 
BONNY 'WHO LEFT LAGOS SOON: AFTER: ‘COUP. OF JULY, 19665 TO RETURN. 
We BONNY BUT DTS@OVERED 'THAT IT HAD ‘BEGOME. ‘TNVOLVED IN SECESSION 
WHICH, HE ‘DESARPROVEDe THEREFORE, ACCERDING. TO GUARDIANS 
HEVCEFT FOR ‘EUROBE WHERE :HE HAS ‘BEEN EVER: SINCE, ALTHOUGH: HE 
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| THAT KURUBO QUOTE ‘HAS INOW ‘BREN NAMED ‘NIGERIAN AMBASSADOR 'DES- 
TGNATE TO. MOSCOW: POTENTIALLY A SIGNIFICANT: APPOINTMENTS _ 

| SINCE “THE INIGERIAN AIR FORCE IS BEING: INCREASINGLY ‘EQUIPPED 
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YESTERDAY “S' ATTACKS ‘DESTROYED AIRCRAFT . AT ENUGU AIRPORT» 
| ATLEAST ONE 826. AND ‘ONE EXECUTIVE ‘JET WERE OBSERVED AIRBORNE 
OVER ENUGU TODAYs ‘WHILE ‘WE CANNOT BE ‘CERTAIN ALL -AVALLABLE 
INFO. INDICATES AIRPORT WAS :NOT (RPT NOT HIT DURING ‘YESTERDAY %S 
| ATTACKs ‘OF FIVE BOMBS ‘OBSERVED»s !ONE HIT ‘SPORTS.:STADIUM 
(NO. APPARENT: DAMAGE)» “ONEVHIT EKULU: (ENUGU 438) ‘ONE HIT 
i RAILWAY ‘YARDS (NO DAMAGE) ‘TWO BOMBS ‘DETONATED:.ABOUT 3309 
i FEET ABOVE GROUND» ‘ONE ‘OVER ‘GENERAL HOSPITAL, ‘ONE 'OVER 
OGBETE (COMMONLY :CALLED "COAL.:CAMP") » .A DENSLYROPULATED 
RESIDENTIAL’. AREAo 


2." GENERAL*® “ENUGU REMAINS CALM AND ‘BUSINESS ‘CONTINUED AS 
USUAL” TODAY» ‘EXCEPT :DURING ATR ‘RAID .ALERTS ‘WHEN MOST - ‘PEOPLE 
WENT OUTSIDE TO..LOOK FOR AIRCRAFT« 
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_AKRON Ne OBONNA AND AUSTINE OKWUe ‘FOURTH MEMBER NOT 
IDENTIFIED® 
Loe og PAGE 2 RUQSOH 323K CONFTLOENTIAL 
7 ay ee OKWU SERVE AS ‘SPOKESMAN FOR GROUP. HE TOLD PRESS . 
| aS THAT PURPOSE OF VISIT WAS TO_"BRIEF" EAST AFRICAN LEADERS: 
ti. ON NIGERIAN CRISTS ‘IN PREPARATION OAU_ MEETING AT KINSHASA’ 
li REFUSED SAY WHETMER MEMSERS OF: GROUP : HAD SEEN PRESIDENT: 
; he KAUNDA OR. ‘OTHER HEMNGERS GRZs ; cua c 
5 33 NIGERTAN CHTHZEN PRESENTLY WORKING POR GRZ. ‘ToLo “eMBore. 
: THAT HE ‘MET ‘BIAFRANS IN LOCAL HOTEL'-LOBBYs ‘THEY WERE IN- 
x OMP ANY ‘OF ZAMBIAN | “HIEOM ‘TO NIGER AG Oe NQALANDEs oe 
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SUGGESTIONS IT WISHED GRZ CONSIDER: ‘RESPECTING: ‘ROLE .GRZ 
MIGHT PLAY SINCE». ‘UNLESS ‘USG : ‘POLICY HAS: ‘CHANGED, iOUR “TWO 
GOVERNMENTS © ‘SEE PROBLEM. AND DESTRABLE ‘OUTCOME IN ‘VERY 
STMILAR: TERMS» 


30 ‘RESPECTING ‘BIAFRA VISIT (REFTEL) ‘CHONA ‘SALD iQRZ IWAS iGIVEN 

NO: ADVANCE WARNING ‘OF VISIT. ‘DELEGATION ‘HAS ‘SEEN: iNO.:CABINET MINISTER 
ACCORDING. ‘TO: -CHONA. (THES: ‘UNCONFIRMED }o SCHONA. 'SALD HE . ‘THOUGHT 

rT ADVISABLE ‘MAENT AEN: ‘COMMUNTCATEON | WITH: BOTH: ‘STDES iGRZ. 

AMBASSADOR ‘NGALANDE! “RETURNING. ‘TO: .LOGOS “FOLLOWENG ‘KINSHASA 


PAGE i3 -RUQSOH ‘326K ‘C:O NF LD ENT: TAL 
OaU: MEETINGo 


4%o ‘WOULD .APPRECIATE ‘DEPT. COMMENTS. PARA ‘2° THOUGH !HAVE “TOLD 
CHONA ‘HE: ‘SHOULD: ASSUME: POLICY OUTLINED iSTATE 27206 REMAINS 
UNCHANGED | UNLESS. ‘WE ADVISE TO’: ‘CONTRARY® 
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2 “COMPARED INFO:‘DROUGHT .LAST SEVERAL DAYS» ARMY .AND ‘POLICE 
SOURCES “FEGURATIVELY BRIMMING ‘OVER ‘WITH INFO ‘THIS: MORNING 
iG@6SEP}o FOLLOWING..AVAIL FROM :SOURCES ‘KNOWN -RELITABILITY 
AND DATT ACCEPTS .AS ‘SUBSTANTIALLY TRUES - 

ASSOLONEL MURTALLE ‘MUHAMMED 4S iSECOND DIVESTON ‘SEPVED AUCHI 
O& SEP LAND (HAVE CONTINUED MOVE ‘SOUTHWARD “TOWARDS ‘OBJECTIVE 
BELTEVED AGBORo -AFTER ‘BATTLE FOR: AUCHI2 \AND IN ‘SOME INEX=. 


: Ht eUtALS 2298/1CC;:S EC RET ; | 
i ! PLICABLE FASHION, EASTERN TROOPS: WITHDRAWING ‘SOUTHWARD DAM caer: 


BUY "FALLED INSURE. ADEQUATE DESTRUCTION KEY BRIDGES ‘ON MAIN 
: ROUTE SOUTH FROM AUCH SPECIFICALLY» ‘BRIDGES ACROSS -ORLE:RIVER 
; APPROX (SIX SND ONE HALF IMILES:iSOUTH AUCHT: (658N615E) AND “BDLON 
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RIVER APPROX NINE. MELES: ‘SOUTH .AUCHI (658N6!5E) PASSABLE FOR 
FEDERALB TROOPS AND VEHECLESo THES ‘SIGNEFXCANT ‘DEVELORMENT 
IN THA? THESE TWO RIVERS: ARE. MOST FORMIDABLE :RIVER BARRIERS 
BETWEEN AUCHT AND. ANTICTPATED OBJECTIVE \AGBORo ‘THERE ‘OTHER 
WATER BARRIERS ‘ON WAY .BUT THESE BELIEVED: ‘CONSIDERABLY ESSER 
SIGNIFICANCE THAN EITHER TWO RIVERS: BDENTIF IED 
BcF EDERAL FORCES BELIEVE EASTERN. FORCES. IN ‘DEFINITE: ‘RETRO= 
GRADE MOVEMENT ‘EASTHARD ‘ON ROUTE | iS2X- ‘FROM. (ORE: ‘TOWARD. BENIN o 
WORD IS 
THEY (EAST) BLOWENG EVERY BRIDGE AND ‘REALLY -BUGGERING 
UP ‘ROAD TO BENIN” THIS EASTERN DEFENSIVE..ACTIVITY WILL: IMPEDE. 
FMG iMOVEMENT TOWARD BENEN» ESPECTALLY ‘VEHICULAR: “FRAFF LCs ‘BUT 
ue NOT-RREVENT SLOW PROGRESS TOWARD ‘BENIN o 
0 ARMY AND POLICE: INTELLIGENCE ALSO! INDICATE: "OEVELOP ENG: 

EAST ERN FROOP CONCENTRATION. WEST OF (NIGER RIVER GENERAL AREA 
ASABA AND WESTWARD". FEDERAL FORCES. ‘NOT ‘YET SURE IMPORT :OR 
REASON: THEREOF: AS: THEY ‘UNABLE -READ “THIS MOMENT ‘WHETHER (IT 


PAGE!:3 RUTALS..2298/7CC S EvcuR'E | 
REPRESENTS FORCES FROM MEOWEST WETHORAW ENG: INTO! POTENTIAL: 
DEFENSIVE PEREMETER 'UAABA..AND (ONT TSHA JOR. WHETHER ‘THIS (REPRE= 
SENTS. EASTERN ‘BULLDUP (POSSIBLY TO. INCUUDE . ARMORED: VEHICLES) 
FOR. ‘FURTHER ATTEMPT ‘BREAK ‘OUT IMEDSWEST “TO::NORTH OR: WESTo IN 
THES CONNECTEONs -HOWEVERs :C/SBISALLA» IN ‘RESPONSE ‘DERECT: 
mene QUESTION ‘ON POSSIBILITIES. EASTERN ‘OFFENSIVE OUT JOF iMED-WESTS 
: SAID HE Dip NOT; ‘BELIEVES TT (NOW REALZSTICALUY ‘POSSIBLE EAST 
TO BREAK OUT OF MIDWEST "EVEN TF THEY ‘WOULD IUSE- ALi THEIR 
ARMOR™» BASTS /OF. :REASGNING SEEMS: TO LIES IN FACT: FIMGHUNITS: | 
NOW ‘EN FORCE” ON ALL SIGNIFICANT | AVENUES: EGRESS OUT IGF iMiDe 
WEST ea THUS: ABLE. ‘CONTAIN ‘DEFENSIVELY | ANY LIKELY EASTERN 
THRUST 
i De “THE. NINE ‘PANHARD: ARMORED::CARS ARE OPERATING ‘WITH. :SECOND 
: TVYISTONGD THEY ‘ORGANIZED. THREE TROOPS: THREE ‘RANHARDS (EACH 
ONE ‘TROOP. WITH LEC ALLY OS BRIGADE. ONE: AREAS ‘TWO UNDER DIME 
AUCHIHAREAc. 


: Eo MODD 'FMG MIL: PLANNERS QUIET BUT. ‘CONFIDENT ‘SUMMED ‘UP 
BEST IN WORDS. BESALLA™Y iBECTEVE | WE:, ARE: OVER: ‘CREST : WITH ‘RESPECT 
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2c AS HAS ‘BEEN ‘SUSPECTED WITH ‘CREATION ‘SECOND ‘DIVISION ‘UNDER 


: PAGE.-% RUTALS. ‘Be9gs/icCc S EC RET 

MUMAMMEDs BISALLA ‘CONFIRMED: THIS MORNENG FEDERAL .ARMY ‘COMMAND 

i AND CONTROL ‘STRUCTURE HAD ‘BEEN REORGANIZED FROM "AREA ‘COMMAND. 
SET ‘UP WHICH ‘STINKS OF ABURRI™. INTO DIVESZONAL ‘STRUCTURE o ‘SO 
FAR THREE ‘DIVISIONS ACTIVATEDS - FIRST DIVISONs “THREE ‘BRIGADESs 
COMMANDER ‘COLONEL MUHAMMED SHUWA 2 HEADQUARTERS: MAKURD I» ‘DIVISON 
REAR KADUNAo IT: ‘BELIEVED ‘ONE © BRIGADE: INSUKKA - AREA 'UNDER ‘MAJOR 
THEOPHILUS ‘DANJUMAa ONE ‘OGOJA ‘UNDER LY CMARTIEN ADAMU: -AND ONE 
OBOLO EKE: UNDER: nce. EMANUEL. ‘SOF FOMI o ‘SECOND ‘DIVISTONs ‘THREE 
BRIGADES. ‘COMMANOER (COWONEL MURTALLE: MUHAMMED > ‘HEADQUARTERS 
AUCHSo ‘DIVISION REAR POSSIBLY. IBADAN AND POSSIBLY ‘UNDER aL TE: 
OBASANJOo BRIGADES THIS » ‘DIVISION: ‘BELIEVED. ‘ORE ‘UNDER. “LTC ALLY 2 
AKURE ‘UNDER. ‘MAJOR .AKENDZRANDE : .AND . -AUCHE ‘POSSIBLY 'UNDER . LTC BoMo 
USMANo “THERD ‘DIVISIONS THREE -BRIGADES» 'HQ: LAGOS» 'ROSSEBLE: 
COMMANDER ‘GOL ToBoMo iHARUNAD DIV ‘REAR ‘PROBABLY | APARAo’. ‘THREE: 
BRIGADE THIS ‘DIVESION ‘ONE. LAGOS» ‘COMMANDER 'UNKONW 6 ‘ONE 
ESCRAVOS COMMANDER LTC. ADKUNLES » -AND ‘ONE 3 ‘BONNY 8 COMMANDER 
UNKOWN o ‘BRIGADES -ESCRAVOS/BONNY ACKNOWLEDGED 'UNDERSTRENGTH 0 
DETAILS: ‘ON :BRIGADES EACH DIVISION. ‘PROVISTONAL : AND ‘NOT “YET 
WHOLLY ‘CONFIRMED o WILL PROVIDE ‘FYRM ‘DETAILS, AS: AVAILABLE) o 


Be WITH REPECT THIRD ‘DIVISION AND .LAGOS iBREGADE» 


PAGE SRUTALS ‘2298/1CC 'S EvC R:E.T 
NEWLY DESIGNATED (COMMANDER ‘THERTY FIRST iBN NOW “FORMING ‘FOR 

TRAINING: VISTORIA. ISLAND IS: MAJOR. (NEWIEDET .AKPAN JUTUKo 

CHRISTIAN IBEBIO: (EASTERN MINORITY SOUTH EASTERN ‘STATE ]» ‘BORN 

f WAN 409 IKOT EKPENEo -HE (GRADUATE NIGERIAN (MIL.“TNG iSCHOOL - 

ZARPA $954<58 .AND COMMISSIONED WITH GROUP OTHER INIGERZAN 

OFFICERS AT FORT KNOX KENTUCKY: 14 'JUNE :63°WITH ‘DOR 71 IMAY.610 | 
tDATT COMMENTS ‘COMBINATION FACT MUTUKSS WIFE KNOWN TO -BE AT 
CALABAR WITH ‘HER PARENTS: (ALSO IBIBIO) ‘RUUS “FACT = THES «BN “TO: 
REVELVE "BEACH TRAINING» PLIUC FACT ‘UTUK KNOWLEDGEABLE: .ARE 
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LEADS TO SPECULATION BATTALION BELNG TRALNED FOR SPECLY LC TASK 
CALASAR AREA. CTBER LUNTERESTING FACT AND COMMENTARY ON BREAK~ 
PCWM TRESALZSM IN NIGERLAN ARMY UNDER STRESS WARTIME CONDLTLONS 
IS FACE PILLER FOR BN NOW ARRLVING ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY YOUNG 
NORTUERNERS AND MIDDLE BKELTERS, TWLiS PLTS PATTERN, HOWEVER, 
BECAUSE UTUK, AS RESULT LONG SERVICE NORTH, SPEAKS FLUENT 
BALSA) » 


4, POLLOWLNG MISCELLANEOUS LTEMS, ALY, WLTHLN CONTEXT PREVLOUS 
REPORTS, REPORTED : 
A, REF PAR 5B, MY SECRET 6371 SEP 67, VESSEL DOCKED LAGOS 


#AS RECELVED, WLLL SERVICE UPON REQUEST . 
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ACTION .AF 326 


INFO SS -259SS0 @9oGPM ‘@3210 @3sEUR O8,INRiG7sAID [Os0PR O20SY ‘G20 
Petersen a ‘SR_OISFILE 814/070 'W 


P'R @61648Z.:SEP 67 . 
FM. USDAO“ZLAGOS 

TO DIA PRIORITY 
SECSTATE -WASHDC: 
CENCSTRIKE 

CiNCLANT 

INFO DA 

CYA WASHDC 

DA GRNC 


SE:¢ R ET SECTION ‘2 10F 20373 ‘SEP..67« ‘SGD HALL IGAN «COUNTRY INEGERLA o 
SUBJECT UPDATE ‘CURRENT FMG7ZEASTERN iMIL!.STTUATIONe ‘DIA FOR ‘DIACDs 
CENCSTRIKE FOR STRU2SC» IDA FOR ACSI. 


Bo NNS BODE: THOMAS» WHICH:HAS “FERRIED: TROOPS AND ‘SUPPLIES 
BETWEEN LAGOS AND. FIMG ‘UNITS ESCRAVOS/BONNY .AREAs DEPARTED 
LAGOS NITE. 05/06 SEP DESTINATION/CARGO INOT KNOWN ‘SOURCES ‘ENFOc 
Co REF PAR 4 MY SECRET MSG 9353::23 KUG:67% ANDRAR ‘So (MY 
SECRET ‘MSG: 9355.25 AUG 670 NIGERIAN ‘PORTS. AUTHORITY / TUG 
"ABDUL: MALIKI" ‘DEPARTED .LAGOS. @60739SEP LOCAL FOR ‘BONNY ‘UPON 


"CALL NIGERIAN (NAVY “FOR. TOWING ‘JOB. ‘SOURCE IDENTIFIED REF 


PAGE ‘2 -RUTALS.:2298/2CC iS E:C R E:T 
PARAGRAPHS: TOLD::DATT ‘PRIOR LEAVING ‘HE iGOING BONNY ATTEMPT 
RAISE BNS UVIGILANT’ (SDB INNS. IBADAN) ‘WHICH.:HE ‘HAD ‘SUNK .BONNY 
CHANNEL AT TIME ‘BONNY ‘CAMRAIGNe ‘NO-FIRM WORD “YETs BUT DATT 
SURMISES: SOURCE !HAS RATSED EBADAN..AND WILL -HAVE..I'T TOWED BACK 


| NAVY" YARD \ARAPAo ‘BASICALLYs “SOURCE ‘WANTED.'VESSEL “FOR (CANIBAL f= 
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§ 
| ‘ZATEON { (ESPECIALLY: (OF iGEAR BOXES “FOR :SDBtS WHICH IHARD ‘COME - 
— BY}s SOURCE ‘SAID. IBADAN [HAD:: ‘BURNED - BADLY AFTER. ‘HE-IHAD ‘SUNK ‘HER 
| AND ‘THUS ‘HE :DOUBTED WHETHER VESSEL: ITSELF:: ‘COULD ‘BE SALVAGED « 
Do ‘ON SUBJECT :SDB“S ‘DEFENSE: ADVISOR ‘TO 1UsKo ‘HLGH ‘COMMESSION 
| TOLD. ‘DATT. THIS ‘MORNING ‘TWO: ‘SDB%S: "PURCHASED - ‘BY PMG: FROM ‘HMG ‘DIED 
NOT ‘SALL FROM 'UsKo -2@5-.AUGUST % ‘AS'ISCHEDULED’s ‘crv ‘CREWS | WHICH: 
MAD ‘BEEN HIRED SAIL: VESSELS: LAGOS “FOR TURNOVER NEGERIAN NAVY 
REFUSED ‘SATLi.LAGOS: ‘WITHOUT ‘SPECIAL. : ‘NWARBONUS® | -BECAUSE: INIGERIAN 
WATERS !NOT MWAR:.ZONE"o SOURCE’: ‘SATD ‘Usk THIGH ‘COMMISSION LAGOS 
ATTEMPTING ‘PRESSURE. ‘POR DELIVERY” ‘VESSELS ‘NEAR™ ‘PUDURE | BEFORE 
ISSUE BECOMES: ANOTHER. SSORE.ROINT WITH EMG 
Eo WEOLONEL™ ‘MUBERT - FAUNTLEROY iJULTANs | "BLACK EAGLE: OF ‘HARLEM® 
WHO ‘HAS. BEEN: ENE INEGERIA. (LAGOS) ‘FOR VRAST “TEN | ‘DAYS:'OR ‘$0 
SEEN LAGOS AIRPORT THIS..AM: BY IRELLABLE EXPAT INIGERLA ‘POLICE 
SOURCE © ‘JULTAN ‘HAD “SEVEN. ‘CAUCAS TANS» EN: TOW" (WHO EDENTIFIED TO 


PAGE ‘3 :-RUTALS -2298/2CC 'S EC -R ET 
POLICE: sSQURCE: ‘BY (ONE iHIS: ATRPORT ‘SOURCES: AS 'UPTUOTS"> ‘POLTCE 
SOURCE WAS ‘OF ‘OP ENION ‘JULIAN | ‘AND: “HES: BOYS" WERE 0. 'TAKE :BOAC: 
PLANE FROM LAGOS ‘TO. -KANO® 
ro WITH RESPECT ‘EMG ANNOUNCEMENT? THIS | iMORNING “THAT LTC ‘GEORGE 
KURUBO» RECENT ‘DEFECTEE - ‘FROM ‘EASTERN RANKS» ‘WAS ‘TO. ASSUME ‘ROLE 
NEGERTAN - AMBASSADOR SOVIET JUNEONS- ‘THIS' EN ACCORD INFO :GIVEN 
DATT BY NIGERIAN. ARMY (MIL: INTELL: ‘SOURCE™ “EARLY ‘JULY (SEE PARS. 
ade MY SECRET ‘MSG 0274 :68 JULY® 676 
: Go SAME POLTCE ;SOURCE. WAS. ‘TOLD ‘YESTERDAY ‘BY: ‘KEY: INIGERTAN 
MIL FIGURE. THAT INEGERIAN. ATR ‘FORCE. ETS: ‘OPERATING ‘OVER » EASTERN 
NIGERIAN TARGETS#: FLOWN sBY ‘NIGERIAN ‘PILOTS: WITH ‘NONS SNYGERLAN 
CO=PILOT ABOARD". SOURCE DID ‘NOT: ‘THINK "C06 PILOTS ‘WERE 
RUSSIANS OR.'CZECHS:8 RATHER» tHE - “THOUGHT: IT MOST LIKELY: ‘THE Y 
WERE SOME :OR: VARIOUS: ‘NON@ NIGERIAN. MERCENARIES ‘KNOWN. ‘TO BE IN 
COUNRTYoGPs3.0 
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“§ ‘ wa , / : id 

oo ners pale eee! | Ge Kok yb lato hee 
©..." SUBJ NATO POLADSi NIGERIA AND RHODESIA iS ie hee : 
i 7 4 FONOFF (MERVYN BROWN) INFORMS US THAT BRITISH WOULD PREFER 
or — TO"DEFER DISCUSSION NIGERIAN AND RHODES.1AN SITUATIONS IN 
POLAOS+ BRUCE ne sn ages 


a ee aa ee ©) CONFIDENTIAL” 


k : 
i Aathority Ly 
py /Weara Date _ 


FOL es ” LY PESA-NIGER 1 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


‘CONFIDENTIAL 


YH 
PAGE G1 LAGOS #2246 95/8172 ( 
TsA\ 
AGTION SS 7@ J 
| | ans 
INFO /@7% W ins 


R @G51565Z SEP 67 
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TB. SECSTATE WASHGC 7851 
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AMEMBASSY LONDON 1596 
AMCONSUL ENUGU 2911 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 194 
AMCONSUL KADUNA | 15e6 
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UU MD TS os oc” gre anv 
REF: STATE sone” 


te AMBASSADOR GALLED ON ‘DEPUTY PERMSEC EXTAFF 
APEGOROYE SEPTEMBER 4 TO INFORM HIM THAT ‘DEPT OFF 

HAD MET PRIVATELY WITH MBANEFO: OUTSIDE DEPT ON 
PERSONAL AND OTE LISTEN GNLY UNQTE BASIS$ AMBASSADOR 
PRINTED OUT MEETNG HAD ‘TAKEN PLACE AUGUST 37 BEFORE 
GOWON MADE SPEGIAL REQUEST MBANEFO NOT .BE SEEN {PARA= 
“GRAPH '@o LAGOS 2168) AND ASKED ‘THAT BOWON BE 


PAGE 2 RUTALS B2KECC CONFI DE N° T I A. AL 

ENF ORMED« ADEGOROYE RECEIVED INFORMATION ‘CALMLY » 
THANKS PRESUMABLY TO EXECUTIVE COUNCIL ‘RISCUSSION 
REPORTED © BY AWQLQWO (PARAGRRAH 13s LAGOS 2168)6 


2 THIS MORNING AMBASSADGR MET WITH PERMSEC ‘EXTAFF 
OGBU AND ALI AKILUs SECY ‘TO NORTHERN ADHINISTRATIVE 


HIQRUEAMER GY 85/8 | 
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COUNCIL» AT THEIR REQUEST! AKILU RECOUNTED EFFORTS 

HE AND HIS ASSOCIATES HAD MADE TO RESTRAIN NORTHERN 
REACTION TO DEpPTSS AUGUST ef STATEMENT AND MADE 

EARNEST PLEA THAT NOTHING ELSE BE DONE RY US TO AROUSE 
ORTHERN SUSPIGIONS: AMBASSADOR THANKED AKILU FOR 

; nYs EFFORTS AND COMMENTED FOR OGBU*S BENEFIT THAT 

LAGOS MEDIA HAD BEEN MUCK WORSE THAN NORTHERN> 
AMBASSADOR ALSO MADE, STANDARO PRESENTATION USG POSTTION 
WHECH AKILU. ACCERTED SOMEWHAT RUEFULLY>» 


Be QOGBU AND AKELU SAID THAT ‘THOUGHT BEING GIVEN 

WITHEN FMG TO {A} SENDING REPRESENTATIVE GROUP OF 
NIGERIANS TO Us TO EXPLAIN FMG OBJECTIVES IN NUYIL 

WAR TO US PUBLTC AND 1B) INVITING REPRESENT ATIVE 

AMCIYS TO VISIT NIGERIA ‘TO SEE SITUATION FOR TMOMSELVES< 
AMBASSADOR COMMENTED THAT TIMING SUCH AETTONS WOULD 


PAGE 3. RUTALS 22H6CC CONFIDENT T Aik 
BE IMPORTANT AND. ‘SATD WOULD BE GLAD TO ‘CONSULT WITH 
FMG OFFICIALS AS THEIR PLANS DEVELOPED. 
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S—E CRE T g37} SEP GF. SGD HALLIGANs ‘COUNTRYt NIGERIA SUBJECT? 
UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MY. SITUATION, DIA ‘FOR DIACOe 
CINCSTRIKE FOR STRU2="Cc ‘DA FOR ACSI» 
te ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF'S SERIES CONFERENCES WITH -GOWON AND 
OTHER MIL FIGURES CONTINUES THIS MORNENGs ‘THUS HE NOT AVAIL« 
ABLE FOR COMMENT CURRENT MIL DEVELOPMENTS oR FMG ACTIONS IN 
MAKINGe LTC SULE APOLOs FORMER COMMANDER NSUKKA SECTOR» 
ASSUMED DUTIES GSO-; 1!O0PS AND TRAINING! H@ NIGERIAN ARMY 
% AS OF @4 SEP, BUT HE TOO NEW AT JOB To BE ABLE COMMENT WITH 
“S&, AUTHORITY CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS» WITH RESPECT OVERALL FMG 


x 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 2249CC SECRET | 
- OPERATIONS; HOWEVER, IT BELIEVED PRESSURE CONTINUES aLL FRONTS 
| EXCEPT BONNY AND ESCRAVOS WHICH PRIMARILY HOLDING ‘OPERATIONS 
AY PRESENT. NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGES REPORTED NSUKKA FRONT AND 
WORD FROM AUCHI AREA ‘JUST NOT ABAILABLE .AS COMMANDER CONCERNED 
iMUHAMMED) NOT. FILING DAILY SiTREPS; 
@o MOST RECENT HARD NEWS IS FROM ORE FRONT WHERE BRITTSH 


Day 
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COMMANDER IN AREAs .AND TOUR ORE ITSELFo ALLY ‘SAID -ORE 
AEE ic REQCCUPIED LATE FRIDAY. @i SEP AFTER EIGHT DAYS 
GHTING FOR TOWNe ALLY ESTIMATED FORCE ORIGINALLY OPPOSING 

as AS TWO BNS APPROX EIGHT HUNDRED EACHs OF “THESE HE 
ESTIMATED APPROX “ONE THOUSAND" (EASTERN SOLDIERS) STILL 
BETWEEN HE AND BENINe ALLY SAID FMG FORCES HAD SOME DIFFIGULTY 

WITH HOME MADE EASTERN ARMORED ‘CARS BECAUSE THEY {FMG TROOPS} 

DID MOT HAVE RIGHT EQUIPMENT® BUT THAT ONE HAD FINALLY BEEN 

HOLED THROUGH BY 15MM SHELL» ONE FEDERAL PANHARD ‘HAD .BEEN 

DISABLED WITH BOTH TIRES BLOWN ONE SIDE+ ALLY ‘SAID THAT AS 

FMG TROOPS ADVANCED THEY HiAD ENCOUNTERED MANY EASTERN AMBUSHES® 

INVARTARL Ys HOWEVER, ATYACK WAS SAME PATTERNe LEAD ELEMENTS 

ALLOWED GO &Y AND CENTER ELEMENTS HITe ALLY SAID» ‘HOWEVER, 


| 
{ 
| 
{ 
| PRESS WERE TAKEN OVER WEEKEND FOR MEETING LTC ALLY» BRIGADE 
Hy 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 2e49cc SECRET 
THIS ALLOWED HIM UTILIZE HI§ REAR GUARD .AGAINST | AMBUSH WHICH 
WORKED OUT FINE« ALLY SAID HIS UNITS PROCEEDING EAST ONLY AT 
FOOT PACE UNTIL MUCH NEEDED BRIDGING EQUIPMENT BROUGHT UP 
IN SUFFICIENT QUANTITY» REPORTERS SAID -HIS TROOPS .AT WEEKEND 
NERS SEVENTEEN MILES EAST ORE JUST SHORT MID“WESTERN FORCES. 
LIN CONVERSSTION WITH DATT SOURCE ON :SMC» SOURCE QUITE UPSET 
ABOUT THISe HE COMPARED THIS WITH SITUATION AT NSUKKA ‘WHERE 
SOURCE SAID "NOTHING HAD BEEN TOUCHED"e HE IMPLIED IT ‘WOULD 
BE PRETTY HARD CONVINCE TROOPS WHO HAD BEEN THROUGH :ORE NOT 
TO LOOT WHEN THEY CAME TO IBO AREAS MIDSJsWEST)«* ALLY -SATD IN 


TAKING ORE HE HAD MADE MAIN EFFORT FROM -OKITIPUPA.IN SOUTH 
BUT HAD JUST MISSED TRAPPIN3 MAJOR EASTERN ‘FORCES INSTDE OREe 
HE HAD COUNTED 129 EASTERN DEAD BUT ‘THOUGHT THERE GOOD NUMBER 
UNCOUNTED IN SURROUNDING RUSH ‘COUNTRY WHERE BATTLE HAD TAKEN 
PLACEs . 
3e ALL FMG SOURCES HERE :CLAIM FMG BOMBING EASTERN TARGETS 
CONTINUES WITH TARGETS IN OLD EASTERN REGION BEING HIT BY 

i DC=3'Sc CLAIMED O4 SEP TARGETS WERE: OWERRI» ‘CALABAR PORT 

i " HARCOURT, OJI RIVER POWER STATION ABAKALIK1s OKRIKAs AND 
} 


Bie ttl Baa aR SSSR ee OES iia edict sae, 


BANSARA» ALL IN EAST# AND BENIN AND IPOBA HILL OUTSIDE SENINe 
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FMG CLAIM iS THAT "FIRES SET® AT PETROL STORAGE FACILITIES 
OKRIKAs {Uoke 4IGH COMMISSION HAD REPORT aS OF #51190 -SEP 
LOCAL THAT #OM@B OR BOMBS HAD FALLEN ENUGU PROPER JUST “SHORTLY 
BEFORE TIME GIVEN}. 


4e EXPAT oe SOURCE OF EMBASSY OFFICER Saw TWO ‘HUNTING 
PROVOST JETS KADUNA @f SEP. NEITHER HAD ANY ARMAMENT AT TIME 
AL THOUGH PEOSONS SOURCE IDENTIFIED aS *"NIGERIANS® WERE IN 
PROCESS APPARENTLY FITTING RACKS BOTTONS WINGS ROTH "PLANES « 
SOURCE SAID RUNWaY NUMBER @3 ADUNAs WHICH aPFROX SIX ‘THOUSAND 


FEET TARMACs SEING LENGTHS NER ANGTHER ONE THOUSAND FEET» WORK 
NOW IN PROGRESS AT "HURRY UP RATE‘» PILOT THOUGHT FROM PATTERN 
WORK THAT BASE WOULD BE LAID AND TARMAC LAID OVER. SOURCE ALSO 
SAID KADUNA NOW HAD LOW INTENSITY RUNWAY LIGHTS INSTALLED ON 
EXISTING RUMNWAYs SYSTEMs MOUNTED IN CONCRETE BOXES FLUSH WITH 
RUNWAY HAS BEEN OPERATIONAL APPROX TWO WEEKS. 

Se FOLLOWING ON NIGERTAN NAVY AND RELATED acTIVITYs 

As NNS SNUGU {S08} DEPARTED LAGOS UNKNOWN DESTINATION 1AS (OF 
W4 SEP NIGERINA NAVY NO LONGER REPORTING ARRIVAL OR ‘SAILING 
INFO TO HARRGR MASTER} NITE @4/45 SEP «6 

Be WEST GERMAN FLAG 3378 GROSS TON CARGO VESSEL "LUGANO" DUE 


TTOOG S RUTALS #e4ecc -S EC RE T: 
LAGOS TOMORROW HAS BEEN FLAGGED WITH ‘HARBOR MAST o FOR "IMME. 
DIATE BERTHING* ON ORDERS ADMIRAL WEYe HARBOR MASTER -SOURCES 
SAY SHIPS AEENTS "THINK CARGO INCLUDES HELICOPTERS AND SPARE 
ARTS": 
Ce ON 3i 4U3. NNS OQGOUVA ENTERES CROSS RIVER CHANNEL MatpE ITs 
WAY PARTIALLY UP TOWARD CALABAR "ON RECONNATSSANCE ec SHIP 
ENCOUNTERED SOME SAMALL ARMS FIRE WHILE IN CHANNEL BUT FIRED 
"SEVERAL TREEE INCH ROUNDS AT SELECTED TARGETS JAMESTOWN 
[@43S5NOR1SE} VILLAGE SE ORO N AT MOUTH CHANNEL o NAVY SOURCE 
ALSO SAID VESSEL FIRED SEVERAL "HARRASSING RURSTS" AT ORON/ 
CALABAR FERRY» ALLEGED PURPOSE “WAS NOT TO HIT SINK FERRY 
WITHOUT WARNING BECAUSE OF PEOPLE ON BOARD AUT GO GIVE ‘CAUSE 
FOR THOUGHT s30UT ADVISABILITY CONTINUING FERRY RUNS", 
ce REF PAR 4&2 MY SECRET MSG @347°SEP 6?e TRAINING GOT UNDER 
WAY AS. PLANMED AND INSTRUCTOR "REAL PLEASED™ aT dae esiae 
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SUBJECT: Northern States Demonstrate Support for FMG Action Against East 
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' Since the outbreak of hostilities between the Federal Military Government “ 
(FMG) and secessionist Eastern Nigeria in July 1967, donations of currency 
and in kind have been made by various groups throughout the six Northern 
States as expressions of support for the FMG's military action. The gifts 
have usually been presented to the Military Governors of the Northern 

States or to the Provincial Secretaries of the various provinces to assist 
"in winning the war" or "for the comfort of Federal troops." In addition, 
traditional leaders. and public figures have expressed their support for 

the FMG by issuing statements praising the war effort. 
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Paralleling the donations of various business firms, associations and 
groups in the Western and Lagos States, Northern businesses, both expatriate 
and indigenous; civil servants and Native Authorities; trade unions and 
cooperatives; village elders and ethnic groups have all participated in 

a grass roots donation drive. These demonstrations of support have all been 
given extensive publicity in the press, radio and television. Donations 
have come from all sections and ethnic groups in the Northern States, as 
well as from Midwesterners and Yorubas resident in the north. The pointed 
disassociation of Midwestern Ibos from bequests made in the name of 
"Midwesterners" hag been the only notable exception. 
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Although some donations of currency have been made, the majority of the 
gifts have been made in kind. These consist of practically all types of 
articles produced in the Northern States ranging from "one basket of 
onions" to "59 bags of rice.” A typical donation was made by the 
Katsina Native Authority which presented "300 cattle, 2,007 sheep, 2,30) 
goats, 20,010 chickens, 11h, 381 eggs and 20 bags of corn to the federal 
troops in the battle front.” Although there has been no accurate totalling 
, of gifts made to date, it is not unlikely that various authorities in the ; | 
| 
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Northern States have at least half a million eggs, 50,000 chickens, 15,000 head 
of cattle, 15,000 goats and sheep and 10,000 yams on their hands, to say nothing 
of rice, beans, maize, garri, salt, pepper, onions, kolanuts, bananas, palm and 
peanut oil, and cigarettes. 


Northern leaders are not unmindful of the problems of collecting, transporting 
and distributing these gifts to the soldiers "at the front." Many of the goods 
are perishable. In a recent conversation with the Principal Officer, Mallam Ali 
Akilu, Secretary to the Interim Administrative Council of the Northern States 
volunteered that the large outpouring of gifts in kind were becoming an 
embarrassment to the government, since it had neither the funds nor the necessary 
transport to administer the distribution of such gifts. He said that the goverment 
would soon announce the formation of a formal "Troops Comfort Fund" into which 
all such gifts would be channeled. The donations of cash rather than foodstuffs 
would be encouraged, and articles in kind would be sold "on the spot" to convert 
such gifts into currency for the Fund. Although press reports indicate that the 
Military Governor of the Western State has recently established a formal "Troop 
Comfort Fund" in the West, the Northern version has not yet been established. It 
is possible that various Northern groups prefer individual funds which demonstrate 
the extent to which a particular community supports the war effort. Ali Akilu 
mentioned that a group of Sokoto elders were adamant that their "buy a plane for 
Nigeria" fund not be merged into a commnal "Troop Comfort Fund." Apparently the 
elders wish to emulate a successful fund drive promoted by the British Administration 
during World War II, when each emirate was encour aged to make donations to "buy 

a plane to save Britain." Despite these individualistic tendencies in various 
provinces, it is likely that practical considerations will prevail and that the 
numerous individuel funds now in existence will be merged into a northern fund. 


Ali Akilu also mentioned that the Northern Nigeria Development Fund (ref. Kaduna 
~ 46, January 19, 1967) will no longer be actively promoted during the present 
crisis, and that all fund raising activity will be concentrated on the Troop 


Comfort Fund. 
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AGi DATE: Sept. 6, 1967 © : oe | 


FRE TEROM © : Amembassy LONDON | 


a ae [TAR SUBJECT: Midwestern Nigeria Student Representatives in UK 
pearl ea re Protest US Policy 1 Nigeria ; . 
REF . 
NAVY 
a a 


a 45 On September 1 the. reporting Officer received 2@.. 

' delegation of four Midwestern Nigeria students residing in... 

the UK who wished to present a letter to Ambassador: Bruce =; 
protesting certain aspects of US policy toward Nigeria. : 
The students! names and titles, as they gave them to the hae 
reporting Officer, are as. follows: 


©. Evbuomwan, Chairman of Midwestern Emergency ‘- 
Committee 


A.E. Amrouhe, General Secretary, Midwestern | 
Emergency Committee , 


Fred 0, Agbeyegbe, Treasurer, Midwestern Emergency 


be? 
ne 
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Committee | | 

iN 3.0. Akpojaro, Ordinary Member, Midwestern Emergency : 

+ Committee ao 
aoe 2, Mr, Evbuomwan enumerated politely but at length the eS 
“ee ge familiar complaints of the Federal Military Government which . 
ob (he emphasized) were shared by the majority of the peoples .. 
oO of the Midwestern region of Nigeria. In addition to points ¢. - 

a ok covered in the letter addressed to the Ambassador, he pro-. j" 
oe 28 tested that "trouble-making Easterners" whose passports had t 

ne peen invalidated by the FMG had nevertheless been permitted {. 
8 to enter the United States. : eh 
F - 3. The reporting. Officer commented on each of the points mage 
- — by the group, drawing on information contained in various | -» 
ed eae helpful messages from the Department and from Embassy Lagos..-4 
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He assured the group that the US recognized only the. 
MG and had no intention of recognizing "oterra;" that 
the US has neither directly nor indirectly supplied 4. 
military assistance to the Ojukwu. regime; and that 7, 
contrary to the group's expressed belief, the US had: 
never been a traditional supplier of arms to Nigeria: and 
pelieved no useful purpose could be served by injecting 
ourselves into the arms-suppiy business at the present 


4, After considerable friendly palaver the group » 
expressed their general satisfaction with the results of 
the interview. The reporting: Officer observed that the 
Nigerian Ambassador in Washington had discussed some of 
the same points with responsible officers of the State 
Department who had stated dur views directly. to him. . 
The group should hewever feel free to come to the report- 
ing Officer at any time to discuss American foreign policy 


toward Nigeria. . | 


Comment 


‘The Embassy does not pelieve that the group's letter to 
the Ambassador requires any reply since the delegation 
-geemed satisfied with the comments of the reporting 

Officer and does not intend to publish its letter, The 


text of the letter is transmitted as an enclosure tO 


this airgram. 
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Enclosure: Letter to Ambassador from 
Midwestern Nigeria Emergency Committee 
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PRESIDENT :DIORI GONE IRMED TO (ME THIS MORNING ‘THAT - 
CHANA. GOVERNMENT ‘HAD | \APPROACHED: ‘GON -CONCERNENG . A MEETING. IN ACCRA 
OF “CAMEROONs “CHAD s ‘UPPER VOLTA, ‘DAHOMEY » : ‘FOGO -AND NIGER 
TO: DEVELOP. ‘JOENT. ‘POST TION: :RE: ‘NIGERIA ‘WHICH: ‘COULD ‘BE: 
PRESENTED ‘TO:0AU: iMEETENGo ‘DIORI ‘SAID ‘GON ‘WOULD ‘SUPPORT ‘THIS 
IDEA ONLY TF MEETING ‘TOOK ‘PLACE: ‘WITH APPROVAL ‘OF LAGOS: 
GOVERNMENT 
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"NEW NIGERIAN NEWSPAPER, DEPARTED KADUNA SEPTEMBER 3 
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4 IMDIS/NOFORN 
REF: IBADAN 137, 


>» DURING COURSE SMALL LABOR DAY LUNCH FOR SEVEN TOP :‘UNUXED 

LABOR CONGRESS iWEST) LEADERS AT MY HOUSE YESTERDAY» TJEH~s {ABSOs 
LUTELY ESSENTIAL PROTECT SOURCE}, OUTLINED ‘TO ‘CONSULATE OFFICER 
LATEST QUOTE PLAN UNQUOTE FOR WEST IN .CURRENT CONFLICT. TUEHs JIN 
ADDITION HIS UNION ACTIVITIES, I BPRESIDENT ASABA MID~ WESTERN I1B0 
UNION AND ‘CONFIDANT SOME PROMINENOJUAG LEADERSe ACCORDING. rJEHZN 
CURRENT “PLAN CALLS FOR EAST UNDERTAKE ‘DRAMATIC MILITARY ACTION 
JUST REFORE CONVENING OAU CHIEFS OF STATE MEET KINSHASHA ‘SEPTEMBER 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 144BB S EC RET LIMDIS/NOFORN 
Lis NAMELYs BREAK THROUGH IN OKITIPUPA AREA AND LAUNCH TWO+PRONGED- 


ATTACKNDOWARDS IJEBU-OQDE! 1) OVERLAND THROUGH OMOTOSHO AND THEN 
DOWN MAIN ROAD TOWARDS I=O» AND 2) WATERBORNE ATTACK, ‘ON .EPE AND 
sp AFMED BA BAB 
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THEN MOVE ‘TO IJEBU-IFE CEITHE MILES EAST-IJEBU=ODE)+* ‘FROM IUEBUs 
reE WHERE BOTH COLUMNS TO UNITEs THEY WOULD. TURNNHORTH AND MOVE TO 
IBADAN ENTERING JUST BEHIND MAPO HALLe ) 


2: COMMENT: AS PREVIOUS REPORTS INDICATD, THERE IS WORTX DIFF= 
ERENCE BETWEEN PLANS AND REALIZATION® HOWEVERs THERE APPEAR TO iHAVE 
| BEEN AT LEAST TWO PREVIOUS "PLAN ™ FOR INVASION OF WEST (IBADAN 7@p 
8i je THERE NO INDICATION THAT LATEST "PLAN" WILL HAVE ANY -MORE 
SUCCESS» IN FACT» YORUBA RESENTMENT OF ‘EASTERN ATTACK ON WEST. AT 
ORE; KILLING YORUBAS AND CLAIMING "LIBERATE" YORUBALANDs PLUS AWO 
STATEMENTS AND ACTIONS IN SUPPORT FMG ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE REDUCED 
AMOUNT OF SYMATHY IN YORUBALAND FOR EASTERN MILITARY ACTION> © 
EVIDENT THAT AS MID=WESTERN IBOs IJEH SYMPATHETIC TO "PLAN»s" BK 
FOR ANY SUCH "PLAN". TO SUCCEEDs ELEMENT OF SURPRISE ESSENTIALe 
HOWEVER» IF WE KNOW OF ITs PRESUME OTHERS DOs TOOe IN ANY :CASEo 
FMG FORCES COULD SCARCELY BE TAKEN BY SURPRISE BY RENEWED ‘THRUST 
THROUGH THIS AREAc 


3c  CONSULEUE HOLDING ABOVE REPORT TIGHTLY AND HAS REVEALED ‘ONLY 


: PAGE 3 RUTALS 144BB S £ C R E T LIMDIS/NOFORN 
a OUTLINES, WITH NO NAMES» TO BRITISH DEPHICOMe IN UNLIKELY EVENT 
THERE SIGNS OF EFFORT IMPLEMENT THIS "PLAN", WE HOPE » IN ‘CONSUL & 
TATION WITH BRITISHs BE .ABLE TAKE STEPS WARN OUR RESPECTIVE ‘Cte 
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BOMBING RUN OVER ENUGU AT ABOUT 89302 TODAY» DROPPING ‘THREE 
OR FOUR BOMBS. BIAFRAN GROUND FORCES RETURNED SMALL ARMS 
FIREs 


2> ONE BOMB’ “STRUCK IN EKULL LAYOUT ABOUT FIFTY FEET FROM. 
QUSE OF A» MAURICE FARE (USAID}» MAKING GRATER TWELVE FEET 
IN DIAMETER AND RIVE FEET DEEP IN SOFT EARTHo ALMOST ALL 
WINDOWS IN PARE'S HOUSE SHATTERED BY CONCUSSIONo MANY ; 
WINDOWS IN VACANT ALD DIRECTOR®’S HOUSE ALSO Bees AS WERE 
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SEVERAL. WINDOWS EN ‘HOUSE OCCUPIED BY COMMIECHS NONE 
SUSTAINED STRUCTURAL DAMAGE{ BOMB DID NOT RPT NOT CAUSE 
; CASUALTIES« 


36 HAVE NOT BEEN | ABLE OREN WHERE OTHER BOMBS FELL SUT 

_ FROM FLIGHT PATH OF DC#3 IT APPARENT PLANE NOT RPT NOT 

AIMING FOR MILITARY TARGETS) SINCE PARE IN CENTER OF 
RESIDENTIAL. -AREA we WOULD APPEAR FMG CONDUCTING INDISCRIMINATE 
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te NYERIMA BALLAs FORMER DEPUTY PRESIDENs, NEPUs CALLED 
ON CONSOFF SEPTEMBER .3 TO DISCUSS NIGERIAN CONFLICT ANO 
CURRENT AMERICAN ROLE® ON CIVIL WAR BALLA STRESSED THE 
ROLE AND STAKE CF MINORITY TRIBES IN EGFEATING OJUKWU 
REGIME .e | 

A: FMG FIGHT AGAINS OJUKWU REGINE IS STRUGGLE BY 


PAGE @ RUTLAS 243KK CONFIDENTIAL 

MINORITY TRIBESs NOT A FIGHT BY HAUSA*FULANI OR YOUUBA 
AGAINST IBOs MAJORITY OF FMG TROOPS AND OFFICERS ARE 
MiNORITY TRIBESMENs HE SAIDs AND TIVS ALONE HAVE 8888 IN 
ARMYe EACH STATE NOW HAS RECRUITMENT QUOTE OF 4888 MAN 
(1 (RELIEVE HE MEANT THE NORTHERN: STATES) BUT MONORITY 
TRIBES IN NORTH WILLING TO PROVIDE MORE® 

B» MONORITIES FEEL IF OJUKWU SUCCESSFUL, THEN .CONCEPT 
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OF STATES WILL COLLAPSE AND MINORITIES WILL AGAIN FIND 
THEMSELVES UNDER DOMINATION OF MAJOR TRIBESo IF NOGERIA 
WERE TO BREAK UP INTO FOUR SOVERIGN STATES; MONORITIES 
WOULD FACE SAME DOMYNATIONe THUSe HE SAID», MONORITY 
TRIBES VIEW CURRENT WAR AGAINST QJUKWU AS STRUGGLE: FOR. 
THETR VERY SURVIVALe 

Co REGARDLESS OF GUTCOME CURRENT STRUGGLE, NORTHERN 
MINORITY TRIBES WILL NEVER AGAIN ACCEPT DOMINATION OF 
HAUSA»FULANI AND» IF NECESSARYs WILL FIGHT HAUSA*FULANT 
IF EFFORTS mADE TO PRESERVE SINGLE NORTHERN REGION 
RATHER. THAN SIX STATEUQM ON THE OTHER HANDs BALLA ‘SAID» 
FYGHTING WOULD STOP IMMEDIATELY IF QJUKWU WOULD ACCEPT 
CONCEPT OF TWELVE STATES AND UNITED NIGERIA 
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SAID THE WORST IS GVER AND THAT RECENT DEPARTMENT REFUSAL 
TO RECEIVE MBANEFO HAD HELPED MOLLIFY NORTHERN PUBLIC 
OPINIONe 

Ac BALLA NEVERTHELESS URGED FURTHER INDICATIONS OF UsG 
SUPPORT FOR FMGe WHEN ASKED WHAT» HE REPLIED THAT USG 
SHOULD (1) MAKE STRONG STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF FMGo 

(2) CONTINUE ALL AID PROGRAMS» AND (3) QUOTE SEND SOME = 
THINGs EVEN IF ONLY TRANSPORT PLANES UNQUOTE > 

Be BALLA THEN DREW PARALLEL TO USG POLICY ON ASWAN DAMs 
ASSERTING THAT USG SUFFERED BIG LOSS OF INFLUENCE IN 

MID EAST BY THAT POLICY AND THAT USG COULD SUFFER SIMILAR 
LOSS OF INFLUENCE IN NIGERIA THROUGO FAILURE ASSIST FMGe 
Gee ARP 
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1° ACCORDING Je REDHEAD», BRITISH EXPAT WITH UoNe aN UNTe 
VERSITY OF I8ADAN SECURITY. OFFICER (PROTECT SOURCE!» PRO= 
FESSOR AJAY» ACTING VICEe @CHANCELLORs UNDER HEAVY PRESSURE 
FROM FELLOW YORUBAS AT UNIBADAN» REQUESTED ARMY FURNISH 
SECURITY PATROL FOR CAMPUS BEGINNING SEPTEMBER« 


de. TOTAL en ‘TROOPS ESTIMATED AT Se: ARE QUARTERED AT 
UNIVERSITY GYMNASIUM AND HAVE BEEN INVOLVED SEVERAL INCTe 
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READ HIS IDENTYTY PAPERS THAT HE MUST REMAIN ZN VEHICLE 
FIFTY YARDS FRQM HIS HOUSE ALL NIGHT ELSE HE WOULD BE SHOTo 
REDHEAD FINALLY ag RED DRIVER’S LICENSE TO SOLDIER 
AND ESCAPED TO HIS HOME 


2é ADA BEZERs AMCTT WORKINGWITH UcNey HAD STEWARD TAKEN n 
AWAY WHEN SHE WAS OFF ‘PREMISES NIGHT OF SEPTEMBER 3s ONLY 
THROUGH HER STRONG INTERVENTION WITH UNIVERSITY AUTHORITIES 
WAS HER AND FOyR OTHER STEWERDS RETURNED TO BADLY BEATEN CON. 
DITION AFTER HAVING BEEN TAYEN 3RD 8N CANTONMENT AREA AND 
TOLD THEY WERE GOING TO BE SHOTs MORUBA OFFICER FINALLY 
STRAIGHTENED OUT NORTHERW SLDIERSe 


ge DRo LEEs AMCIT WETH SMITHSONIAN» REPOPTED TWO BEATINGS 

: ADMINSTERED BY SOLDIERS JUST DUTSIDE HIS QUARTERS OVER WEEKENDe 
ho ORe AND MPGe Oe WILLIAMS, YORUBA PSYCOLOGIST SAID THEIR 
CALASAR STEWARD TAKEN AWAY BY POLICE OVER WEEKEND AND CHARGED 
WITH RUMORMONGERINGs ONLY TNTERVENTION OF MRSe WILLIAMS» 
WHO A PRACTICING LAWYER. GBTAINED HIS RELE EASE: WILLIAMS 
AND SEVERAL OTHERSs INCLUDING EXPATS, TGLD BY ARMY THEY 
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5a REDHEAD ‘CONCERNED ARGUT EFFECT THIS ARMY HARASSMENT 
LIABLE HAVE ON RETURNING SvaAFFe HE FEARS BOTHSTAFF AND 


STUDENTS WILL SEEK PLACEMENT OTHEP INSTITUTIONS IN ORDER _ 

ESCASE REITING SUSJECTED ARBITRARY TRETMENT ONE REASSURANCE 

ACCORDING REDHEAD» HAS BEEN ABILITY AJAYI OBTAIN ASSURANCE 

THAT ANY PESSONS PICKED UP ey ARMY WILL BE HELD IN GYMNASIUM 

AND NOT REMOVED TO ARMY BHAR@ACKS UNTIL AJAY] HAS HAD AN OPPOR- 
TUNITY INTERVIEW DETAINEES 
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STEPS TAKEN TO AVOID REPETITION. FORMAL 
LETTER PROMISED RE 
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6. REED PLANS RETURN AMERICANS TO ATYETORO ON BASIS GovTes 
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FONMIN ZINSQU INRORMER ‘ME: THIS MORNING “ANKRAH INVITATION FOR ACCRA 
MEETING RE NIGERIA ‘HAD ARRIVED TOO LATE FOR ‘CONSIDERATION: AND IN 
ANY EVENT CONFLICTED WITH OAY MINISTERTAL MEETING» HAD. SUGGESTED 


PRIVATE MEETING [AT ‘KINSHASA 6 DISCUSS ‘BROBLEM: CHIEFS OF ‘STATE 
WOULD ‘JOIN IN plSCUSSTONS AFTER. THEIR. ARRIVAL*s ACCORDING. ZINSOU; 
FAVORABLE RESPONSE REEEIVED FROM NIGER, UBPER VOLTA AND TOGO BUT 
NO WORD AS YET FROM:CHAD AND CAMEROONe ZINSOU DEPARTING THIS 
ARTERNOON ‘FOR KINSHASAe 
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FROM American Embassy FORT LAIY DATE: September 4, 1967 
SUBJECT Nigerian Charge's Criticism of Lack of Ue«S» Support for IMG. 
REF 


I- 
The Nigerian Charge d'affaires to Chad; GeA» BUKAR KOLO, has long been 


very friendly to members of the American Embassy and has always been 
frank in giving us his viewse We consider him an intelligent and arti- 
culate representative of his governments At a recent reception he spoke 
at length to an Embassy officer criticizing the position of the United 
States Government in the present Nigerian civil war- This criticism 
ran counter to views he had expressed to the Charge prior to the entry 
of Soviet arms into Nigeriae At that time, he had said he wnderstood 
and respected the American position. Now that the crisis of the IMG 
has deepened with the loss of the Mid-Western Region and a new source 
of arms has been established, his viewpoint has changed-e Charge Bukar 
Kolo's arguments and criticisms are summarized below, in order to help 
the Department know what line is being taken by Nigerian diplomats 


abroad. 


There can be no fruitful negotiations between the IMG and rebel regime 
unless one side is willing to change its basic views over the indepen- 
dence of "Biafra’. Lagos refuses to accept the secession of the Eastern 
Region and "Biafra" refuses to withdraw its claim to independence. 
Therefore any suggestions by any outside power that both sides should 
get together and talk are wmrealistice Furthermore, if Lagos were to 
take part in talks with "Biafra" before the latter withdraws its claim 
to independence it would tend to legitimize that claim. Therefore, 
pressure on Lagos to negotiate is actually detrimental to the IMG and 
will be rejected as an wnfriendly act- Bukar Kolo drew a parallel 
with the American civil war and asked what the North's reaction would 
have been to strong foreign pressure to negotiate with the Confederacy 
after the first few loosing battles. He observed that talks were pos~- 
sible only when one side was obviously on the road to defeat by force 
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of arms and was ready to compromise its basic tenet (the unity of Nigeria 
vse independence) in order to save something before total defeat. "Could 
the North have reversed the South's secession by peaceful means in 18607" 


Kolo went on to ask why American policy was different in Congo (Kinshasa) 
and Nigeriae He observed that the United States had intervened through 
the United Nations in 1960 to hold the Congo together as: (A) a matter of 
principle to avoid the breakup on tribal lines of many other new African 
countries; and (B) because Katanga supported the rest of Congo financially. 
He noted there -hadno question of Communist interference in support of 
Katanga for the United States to counter. Bukar Kolo asked what was the 
difference between Congo in 1960 and Nigeria in 1967; which caused the 
United States to see the situation differently. 


Bukar Kolo pointed out that Nigeria had not asked for military assistance 
from the United States as the Congo had done as recently as 1967 and which 
had been granted to it. (He observed he now and always had supported U.S. 
policy in the Congo). Nigeriats only request had been for permission to 
buy and pay cash for certain U.S. weapons which it needed to prevent a break- 
up of the countrys This had been refused and the United States had even 
issued a statement criticizing the Soviet sale of weapons to Nigeriae As 
it was the right for any country when attacked to call on its friends for 
helps so it should be the right of any country to buy arms where it could 
to maintain itself. The United States policy of neutrality in the present 
circumstances openly favored the fait accompli of secession. 


COMMENT: The above criticism was made with what appeared to be genuine 
puzzlement by Bukar Kolo. As always the tone of the conversation was friendly 
and there was no demonstration of animosity to the United States Government. 
Explanations of U.S- policy made along the lines of Deptels 24204 and 27206 
did not carry much weight with Bukar Kolo, and were dismissed by him as 
legalistic responses in the face of a political situation. 
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AND SEEING WHETHER SOMETHING COULD BE ‘GOTTEN UNDERWAY. 
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| to GOWON SPEECH SEPT 2 REPRESENTS CULMINATION LONG CAMPAIGN 
BY FMG TO HEAD GFF OAU CONSIDERATION NIGERIAN CRISIS, OR AT 
LEAST RESTRICT ‘CONSIDERATION TOCLOSED SESSTONo PRIMARY 
OBJECTIVE OF FMG 1S, OF ‘COURSE. TO PREVENT ANY RPT ANY OAU 
ACTION OR STATEMENT WHICH COULD BE INTERPRETED AS RECOGNIZING 
OR ENCOURAGING EASTERN REBELS» 


20° FMG HAS REPEATEDLY SAID» IN ALL GOYT MEDIA» 

THAT EASTERN SECESSION IS PURELY INTERNAL AFFAIR AND THAT 
OUTSIDE "MEDIATION" UNWELCOMEs HAASTRUP'*S PRESS CONFERENCE 
IN ADDIS WAS CLEAR AND SPECIFIC ADMONITION TO OAU TO STEER 
-CLEARo NUMEROUSE "GOODWILL” MISSIONS WERE DISPATCHED ‘TO 
AFRICAN COUNTRIES» MOST OF THE BEA 
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GOWON TO HEAD OF STATE> WHILE WE THINK THAT FMG. TOOK 
TIMELY ACTION AT HOME AND ABROADs AND HAS SUCCEEDED 
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CAMEROUN EMROFF HERE WHO TREATS*ALLEGED GOc "SUPPORT" 
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VERACITY MOST MENINFO ‘PRESS RELEASES RECORDING "SUPPORT". 
ON BALANCE, WE THINK FMG HAS GIVEN IT A GOOD TRYs BUT 

HaS PERHAPS OVERPLAYED HAND SLIGHTLY BY EXAGGERATED 

CLAIMSs IN AT LEAST ONE CASEs THERE WAS CLEAR OVER®* 
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ZATION" OF CRISIS LED TO" VICIGUS ANTI+GHANATAN NEWSTALK 

: AND PRESS ATTACKS ON GHANA®o 
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| 4e IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES IS DIFFICULT FORECAST WHAT 

| MAY COME OF ACCRA MEETINGs BUT WE CANNOT SEE -HOW FMG 

| ~ COULD REACT OTHER THAN NEGATIVELY IF ‘NEWS LEAKS» -ON 

ASSUMPTION THAT TOC MANY AFRICAN STATES HAVE REAL ‘OR 

| POTENTIAL TRIBAL AND SECESSIONIST PROBLEMS, WE INCLINED 
DOUBT THAT THERE WILL BE FORMAL RESOLUTION AT KINSHASA 
MEETING» ON THE OTHER HAND THE POTENTIAL. FOR MILITARY 
ESCALATION AND ATTENDANT OUTSIDE INTERVENTION PROBABLY 
MMAKING MANY AFRICANS UNDERSTANDABLY ‘NERVOUS ‘OVER 
CONSEQUENCES PROLONGED ARMED CONFLICT. WE THEREFORE 
ASSUME THERE WILL RE INTENSIVE IN.CAMERA TALKS IN EFFORT 
REACH PEACEFUL SOLUTION» ‘GIVEN APPARENTLY IRRECONCILABLE 
POSITIONS OF FMG AND "BIAFRA" OVER QUESTION. “BRIAFRAN" 
“SOVEREIGNTY, PEACEMASERS WILL -HAVE HARD GOINGe 
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SoWITH RESPECT DEVELOPMENT GULF AIRSTRIP FACILITIES .AT 

ESCRAVOS ARFA (PAR 1Bo MY SECRET 8364 AUG 67)s SMC SOURCE TOLD 
DATT HE AND ADMIRAL WEY HAD DISCUSSED SITUATION WITH ‘GULF: 
NIGERIA DIRECTOR "THIS MORNING". PURPOSE OF DIScUSSYTON WAS TO 
IMPRESS’ GULF :DIRECTOR WITH FACT FMG ‘PLACED VERY ‘HIGHEST ‘PRIORITY 
ON EXTENSION EXISTING FIELD AND TO INSURE GULF DIRECTOR ‘CALLED 
UPON, FMG AT ONCE IF ANY ‘DELAY ENCOUNTERED « “SOURCE ‘SAID THEY 
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EXPECTED EXTENDED FIELD BE OPERATIONAL ON OR BEFORE 1 OCTOBER» 
SOURCE DID NOT THINK ANY FMG JETS HAD BEEN IN ON FIELD AT 
ESCRAVOS DEPITE REPORT TO THIS EFFECT FROM ‘UcKe ‘SOURCES« 


6 Ue Ke DEFENSE ADVISOR SAID VESSEL IDENTIFIED PAR ‘5 MY 
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SOURCE ALSO SAID.UeKe WARRANT OFFICER AA INSTRUCTOR NOW ON 
SCENE AND WOULD .COMMENCE TRAINING CYCLE “SEVERAL LSKS" FOR 
TWENTY FOUR NIGERIAN MIL PERSONNEL ON MONDAY @4 SEPe ACCORDING 
CURRENT SCHEDULE WO INSTRUCTOR WILL CONDUCT THREE SUCH CLASSES 
FOR TOTAL APPROX 72 TRALNEESe THIS ADDED TO TWELVE TRAINEES 
CURRENTLY UNDERGOING AA TRAINING Uske WOULD GIVE FMG APPROX 

Bh JeKe TRAINED AA PERSONNEL FOR BOFORS GUNSe SOURCE ALSO 

SAID TURNING MOTOR FOR DEFECTIVE RADAR NNS NEGERIA EXPECTED 
BE) VERY LONG# THUS NIGERIA SHOULD BE READY FOR SEA AGAIN ‘EARLY 
COMING WEEKe | | 

Je WITH RESPECT NIGERIAN NAVYs NNS BODE THOMAS ARRIVED BACK 
LAGOS FROM SEA @19730 SEP LOCAL GP+3: 
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NIGERIA SITUATTONa COUNTRIES ARE CAMEROON. CHAD» NIGER» 
URPER VOLTAs DAHOMEY AND TOGO» IDEA IS TO TRY DEVELOP 

JOINT POSITION OR APPEAL RE NIGERIA WHICH MIGHT BE PRESENTED 
TO QAU MEETING IN KINSHASA« ODUM THOUGHT IT POSSIBLE 
MEETING MIGHT GET INTO SUBSTANCE NIGERIAN PROBLEM ALTHOUGH 
PRIMARY PURPOSE WOULD BE TO APPEAL FOR CERSEFIREo 


2oHWODUM COMMENTED ‘THAT .EAST AFRICANS ARE DETERMINED Yo 
BRING -UP NIGERTA AT KINSHASA MEETING AND HE THOUGHT THEY 
WOULD BE ENCOURAGED BY ANKRAH'S INITIATIVEs 


3° ODUM THINKS SIX COUNTRIES NAMED HAVE ACCEPTED ANKRAH?S 
PROPOSAL BECAUSE. GHANA'S HIGH COMMISSIONER WAS INSTRUCTED 
AUGUST 31 ‘TO INFORNIGOWON© 
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4 COMMENT: SINCE ‘SUCH COUNTRIES AS NIGER AND UPPER VOLTA 
HAVE. EXPRESSED STRONG ‘SUPPORT FOR FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF. 
NIERIA’ IT ‘DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW SIX ‘COUNTRIES REPRESENTATIVES 
COULD AGREE ON ANY ‘COURSE OF ACTION AT ACCRA WHICH WOULD 

NOT CONTINUE RECOGNIZE AUTHORITY OF RMGs MEETING COULDs 
OR COURSEs AROUSE .CONSIDERARLE INTEREST IN VARIOUS - COUNTRIES 
AND INCREASE PoSSIBILITY THAT NIGERIA WOULD - BE DISG6USSED 

AT. KINSHASA. MEETINGs ‘OUR EXPECTATION IS THAT ‘FMG WILL 
STRONGLY RESENT ANKRAH'S PROPOSAL JUST AS ‘THEY HAVE BEEN 
VERY BITTER ABOUT PREPONDERANCE OF PRO-BIAFRA NEWS IN 

GHANA NEWS MEDIA IN RECENT WEEKSe 
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REPORTED ‘TWO RoMBS DROPPED ON ABAKALIKI ALIGUST 289 NET THER 
EXPLODED 6 RELTABLE SOURCE REPORTS 14 BOMBS DROPPED ON ONITSHAs 
OR WHICH ‘TWO EXPLODED BUT CAUSED NO DAMAGE 


1 DROPPED» HOWEVER; NONE RPT NONE EXPLODEDo A SECOND Mi SSTONARY 
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| 20 GENERALe ENUGU REMAINS CALM WITH BUSINESS AS USUAL ATTITUDE® 
FOR PAST THREE NIGHTS POLICE AND MILITARY HAVE 


QUIETLY PASSED INSTRUCTIONS THAT NO OUTSIAE LIGHTS —_ 
SHOULD BE LEFT ONe AND DRIVERS HAVE BEEN REQUESTED USE PARKING 
LIGHTS ONLY? MOST DRIVERS» “OWEVERs FLASH FULL BEAMS EVERY 
HUNDRED FEET OR SO IN ORDER TO FIND WAY THROUGH RAIN ON 
ENUGU'S NARROW WINDING ROADS; 
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Bo GOWON REAPFERMED HIS OFF STATED POSITION THAT DEAL ‘WITH 
RUSSTANS FOR MIGS AND OTHER EQUIPMENT HAD NO POLITICAL :0R 
TNEQLOGICAL: IMPLICATIONS GOWON SAID ‘HE NEEDED EQUIPMENT 
AND an SED FROM COUNTRY WILLING TO ‘DEAL QUICKLY FOR CASH» 
GOKON SAID THAT "AS SOON AS [CAN AFTER. THIS THENG 2S OVER I 
ae ENT TO SELL OFF THE MIGS".» :ON SUBJECT MrG@S» :GOWON SAID 
“HOUGH THEY BEING ASSEMBLED: AND USED FOR TRAINING ‘OF PYLOTSs 
NONE HAD YET BEEN USED OTERATIONALLY AGAINST EASTo HE ‘SAID HE 
THOUGHT {7 WOULD BE "TWO WEEKS OR SO" .BEFORE PILOTS. AVAILABLE 
WERE READY TO HANDLE THEM OPERATLEONALLYoc HE SAID DELAY IN 
“TING MiGS OPERATIONAL BASTCALLY ATTRIBUTABLE.TO FACT EXPAT 
OTS BROUGHT IN BY FMG WERE “NOT AS ‘GOOD AS { WOULD ‘HAVE 
peErECaece AND THAT: THEY WERE ‘*HAVING TROUBLE BECOMING 
FAMILAR WITH ENSTRUMENTATION :OF MIGS"o 


Co HE FULLY AWARE CONCERN :OF MANY OVER APPOINTMENT LTC 

GEORGE KURUBO TO BE NIG AMBASSADOR TO MOSCOWe GOWONs 'HOWEVER» 
SAID HE ‘HAD TALKED TO KURUBO IN LAGOS :AFYER ‘HIS. DEFECTION 
FROM QUUKWU AND THAT HE {GOWON? ANTICIPATED "NO TROUBLE" ‘FROM 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 242@5/71CC S EC R'E Tt NOFORN 

KURUBO AS a RESULY OF NEW ASSIGNMENT o 

@: ARMYs POLICE AND SUPREME Mik COUNCIL (SMC} ‘SOURCES INDICATED 
FOLLOWING AS SITUATION ON VARIOUS FIGHTING FRONTS2 


As NO SPECTACULAR PROGRESS BY .ANY OF ‘THREE BRIGADES iOF FMG 
SECOND. DIY ON MiDsWEST OVER WEEKEND. ‘ON :ROUTE ‘SEX ‘ORE ‘TO 
| BESKNe ALLY°S FOURTH BRIGADE WHICH ‘HAD BEEN ORDERED iHOL:D 
DEFENSIVE ALLIGNMENT ON WEST BANK OFOSU ‘RIVER AT MIDSWESTERN/ 
| WESOARN STATEs BORDER» INDICATED IT ‘COULD MAKE PROGRESS INTO 
MiOQ=WEST If ALLOWED-DO SO+ PERMISSION ‘GRANTED ‘ON BASIS 
soya BE CAUTIOUS .AND ASSURE SAFETY FLANKS AS CURRENT BASIC 
SSYON BRIGADE WAS TO MAINTAIN PRESSURE ON EASTERN BNS ‘COM> 
NETTED ‘THIS FRONTs THUS» ‘SOME EASTWARD ‘PROGRESS ‘REPORTED BY 
| THES SRIGADEs AKINRINADE®S SIXTH BRIGADE ‘WHICH ‘HAD BEEN 
| | HELD UP BY BRIDGE BLOWN SOUTH :SABONGIDDA, ‘STARTED ‘RECEIVING: 
| REQUIRED BREDGING EQUIPMENT LATE @9 ‘SEP% THUS» “FURTHER PRO«. 
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GRESS ON PART THIS BRIGADE EXPECTED SHORTLY SUBJECT SPEED 
ANG FaACi_TYY WITH WHICH BREDGING EQUIP UTILIZED. Be ASTELUSS 
FIFTH BRIGADE HAS BEEN RDERED HOLD AT IRRUA, NORTHWEST 
UBIAJAs FOR FURTHER MOVEMENT SIXTH BRIGADE ON RIGHT FLANK» 


ee 


AY APPROX YIME SIXTH MOVES TO EKIOMA (SOUTH SABONGIDDA AND 


PAGE 4 RUTALS 2425/iCC S E C R ET NOFORN 
APPROX EVEN WITH RRUA) FIFTH WILL AGALN ATTEMPT MOVE SOUTH 
TM OLRECTION AGBOR--OR VICINITY > 


Be ACTION CONTINUES NSUKKAZEHA ALUMONA/EHA AMUFU FRONT 

NORTH AND NORTH EAST OF ENUGUo EASTERN PROBES AND LOCAL 
ATTACKS IN SIZES FROM PLATOON TO COMPANY ARE “STEADY DIET™ 
FOR FMG FORCES THAT AREAo FMG SOURCESs HOWEVER» -CLAIM THESE 
ACTEONS ‘CONTAINED WITH CONTINUING SUBSTANTIAL EASTERN LOSSES 
ATTRIBUATBLE TO FACT EASTERN FORCES ‘NOW ATTEX58s& $8).)9DGE 
PMG FORCES FROM "WELL PREPARED” DEFENSIVE POSITEONSo 


Ce GRADUAL BUILDUP FMG TROOPS ESCRAVOS AREA ‘CONTINUES ‘NOW 

TWO FMG BNS ASSIGNED THEREAT$ ‘SEVENTH WHICH PARTICIPATED 

BONNY OPERATION AND NEW: THIRTY SECOND -BNe ‘NNS BODE THOMAS 

KAS BROUGHT DOWN APPROX {5@ NEW TROOPS EACH RECENY . . 

TRIP TO AREA AND ARMS AND AMMO BEING BROUGHT IN CONSTANTLY « 
HEADQUARTERS FMG THIRD OIVISION NOW ‘MOVED I.AGOS TO ESCRAVOS IUNDER 
COLONEL BoAoMe ADEKUNLE .AS DIVISTON ‘COMMANDER ALL OPERATIONS 
ESCRAVOS AND BONNY AREAS ‘UNDER THIS DIETSZTONe NO INDICATION 
PANTNENTo “SAME SITUATION BONNY WITH RESPECT PORT ‘HARCOURT 

WHERE EIGHTH BN CURRENTLY IN PURELY DEFENSIVE ALL IGNMENTs 


PAGE 5 RUTALS 2425/;CC 'S EC R ET NOFORN ; 
THERE ALSO NO INDICATION AMPHIBIOUS ‘OPERATIONS AGAINST -CALABAR 
IMMEDTATELY IMMINENT: FMG PLANNERS SAY THIS OPERATION iWILL 
HAVE TO. WAIT ON FURTHER ‘GAINS IN MIDWEST IN DIRECTION AGBOR 
AND ASABAo WHEN AND IF THESE TAKEN OR ‘CONTAINED. BY FMG FORCES» 


NFURTHER LOOK WILL BE TAKEN PORT HARCOURT AND CALABAR AREAS". - 


BEST. THAT (CAN BE’ GAINED. FMG SOURCES THIS TIME WITH RESPECT. 
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GVERAL SITUATION EASTERN TROOPS CALABAR | iS THAT THEY 

BELLEVE EASTERN UNIT THERE "NOY TOO STRONG" AND THAT WITH 
PASSAGE TIME FMG TAKS ‘THIS AREA WILL BE EASED SOMEWHAT BY 
PROCESS ATTRITION» 


3o RE PAR 22 MY ‘SECRET 9324 AUG 670 AND PAR 2A. MY 6325 

AUG 6798 MAJOR SAMUEL OGBEUMDIA WITH SMALL GROUP MENs RETURNED 
EMG CONTROL VICINITY ORE LATE AFTERNOON @8 SEPo THIS WAS 

ONS MONTH AFTER HIS ESCAPE FROM MIDeWESTERN OBO COUP MAKERS 

“NN BEIN @9 AUGUST 67% -HE ‘HAD ‘CALLED ACTING C/S BISALLA 

APPROX O98729 AUG TO REPORT "TROUBLE IN. BEINN’ FOLLOWING 

WHICH HE HaD MADE ESCAPE WITH SMALL ‘GROUP NON=!1B0: TROOPS FROM 
BENIN GARRISON WHO HAD REMAINED LOYAL FMGo FOR PAST MONTHo 
CGBEMUDZA AND GROUP HAVE BEEN “WAGING GUERILLA WARFARE” IN 
M’D=eWEST AGAINST EASTERN UNITSo OGBEUMIDA SAID OTHER SMALL 


PAGE 6 RUTALS 2425/1CC S EC RE 7 NOFORN 
UNITS ZN MEDeWEST STILL LOYAL ‘TO FMG WAGING LOCAL’ GUERILLA 
WARFARE OR, HAVING RUN OUT OF AMMO LIKE iHiS ‘GROUP» NOW TRYING 
MAKE WAY BACK FMG LINESo OGBEMUDIA SAID :HE SAW TWO "OLD UsSe 
Walk TRACKS IN BENIN WITHIN LAST SEVERAL DAYSo" OGBEMUDIA 
CURRENTLY BEING DEBRIEFED ARMY H@ LAGOS AND WiLL BE ASSIGNED 
Ay GNCE HQ SECOND DIVIS{ON»s AUCH» ‘TO ASSEST OPERATIONAL 
PLANNING THAT DIVIS{ON BECAUSE OF HiS INTIMATE: KNOWLEDGE 
M°DeWEST AREA (HE NATIVE BIN TRIBESMAN FROM ‘SOUTH EAST BENIN 
CYFY VECINETY AGBOR} AND HIS RECENT EXPERIENCES IN MIDe oWEST 
UNDER EASTERN CONTROLc {OGBEMUDiA. WAS FIRST NIGERIAN 
OFFICER TO ATTEND UoSe MIL SCHOOL ‘UNDER ‘MAP 8 ‘CTRINSURGENCY 
COURSE FORT BRAGGo {96440 


4g REF ‘PaR 3C: MY SECRET @373 SEP 676 '‘NNS {BADAN ‘RETURNED 

LAGOS UNDER TOW ‘TUG ABDUL: MALIKI 091.845 LOCAL ‘SEP .67. ‘SOURCE 
"NENTIFIED REF. PARS» WHO BOTH ‘SUNK. AND ‘RAESED: IBADAN (AS BNS | 
BYAFRAS AY BONNY RETURNED: LAGOS: ABOARD ‘NNS ‘PENELOPE B914OG LOCAL 
SEP. &7o 


&: AS OF THES DATE» SDB*S NNS BENIN, ‘NNS KADUNA .AND 'NNS ENUGU 
ARE AT SEAo NNS NIGERIA» NNS LOKOJA» NNS OGOJUA (IN ‘DRYDOCK 
LAGOS. AS OF i111@@ LOCAL SEP 671» NNS PENELOPE AND ‘INNS : BODE 
THOMAS AT Nay WARD APAPA, 
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TG DIA PRIORITY 
SECSTATE Hasnbe 
CINCSTRIK 
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SE C R ET @379 ‘SECTION 2@ OF ‘20 


G@> ENFLUX ARMSs AMMO AND EQUIPMENT INTO LAGOS ‘CONTINUES « 
CARGO VESSELS CURRENTLY IN PORT. THIS ‘RESPECT .ARE8 


Ac WORWEGIAN “HOEGH BELLE” WHICH ARRIVED NITE: @8409 :SEP 
DrECHMARGING "2860 -CASES..AMMUNT TION", 


Bs Uck> ‘PERANG" WHICH ARRIVED ‘NITE 08/9 ‘SEP DISCHARGING 
2tGI CASE AMMO 


Co Wo GERMAN *"SUDERHOLM" WHICH ARRIVED ‘OFF LAGOS BAR Li »SEP 
WITH LOAD “GYPSUM” ON :BOARDo ’PORT AUTHORITY SOURCES* ‘HOWEVER, 
rect USDAO ASTAFFER ‘THAT VESSEL .ALSO ‘HAS “CARGO "30G. “TONS ‘96MM 
AND .6@MM AMMO -ON BOARD" (+SUQERHOLM: ts ‘VESSEL. ‘WHICH ; ‘BROUGHT 
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FANE ROD ARMOURED CaRS TO LAGOS}. 


o WY SECRET MSG G37, SEP 67. DAO STAFFERS ON 

SF SAW FIVE CRATES GN DOCK ALONGSIDE WHERE LUGANO 
“CRATES CONTAINED HELICOPTERS» IDENTIFLCATION 
BASED ON TALL ASSEMBLY PROTRUDING FROM CRATES WAS 
JK>} WASPSo OUTSIDE CRATES MARKEDs "SHIFFED 

WIEN» PACKEO BY GUFOL™. APPARENT CONFIRMATION 
2GIN CHOPPERS WAS FACT TAIL BOOMS ALL STENCILLEDs 

T ROTOR. 


rar oe ENSE ADVISOR TOLD DATT THAT WORD FROM ‘Ucko DEP 


MiSSTGNER BENINN FS" THAT COLONEL VECTOR -BANJO WHO LED 
é OVE INTO MIDWEST IN CONJUNTTION WITH MID=WESTERN TBO 


G8 aUGp, WAS SEEN BENIN "TWO DAYS AGO". (AS BANJO 
NaALLY Naar LEAD MIL pe INTO WESTs HIS PRESENCE ‘THERE 
ICFTON SIGHTING ARMGRED HALF TRACKS SAME LOCATION 


Ta RoHE D CLOSELY FOR S1gNS EASTERN OFFENSIVE OUT OF 


MEL SOURCE WITH LOGISTICS ASSIGNMENT AND ACCESS 
FIGURES ARMY HG LEVEL» See CURRENT FMG ARMY 
WTHEIRTY THOUSAND". ‘FIGURES AVAIL Woke DEFENSE 


2 RUTALS 2425/aCC S Et R'E T NOFORN 

SOR FROM EQUALLY RELIABLE SOURCE ‘WITH ACCESS DIFFERENT 
€ WHOSE VALIDITY ACCEPTED IHERE» ALSO iGIVES 
; ‘CURRENT FMG ‘STRENGTH. ‘GP=3e 
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REF: LAGOS 2047; STATE 30439 


1. Ref Statetel reported statement by Department spokesman re 
Eastern dedeseticn at August 31 noon briefing. Due 8K prominence 
Mbanefo and publicity already resulting from delegation's visit in 
London, however, Department decided dangers in snubbing Mbanefo 
RAWRXRREXY KHXREXNNXEN outweighed dangers of seeing him privately. 
Views expressed ref embtel given full consideration. 

\ 2. Deptoff who had known members of delegation previously there- 

Ne fore met with them privately and on purely personal and QUOTE 
() listen only UNQUOTE basis outside Dept August 31. Ambassador 


\ / Martins informed in advance. Mbanefo, Mojekwu and Dr. Njoku 


‘ present, but Mbanefo acted as principal spokesman. Most of | 
| we | EIN 
by: - Tel. Ext. Telographic transmission and | 
RK" AF:AFW:RPSmith: deh 6402 | sesiicaion approved ty, AFW - Roy M. Melbourne 
Clearances: ; 
AF - Mr. Palmer (In avatt) Wibaf 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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~ fl MARA Date a 


.”. Page_2- of telegram to LAGOS, Info: ACCRA, LONDON, ENUGU, IBADAN, KADUNA 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Classification 


[; conversation devoted to long recital Eastern grievances against FMG, all] 
of which well known to Embassy. He emphasized futility of FMG attempt-_ 
ing impose strong federation on East by force and regretted Western 
support that had QUOTE encouraged UNQUOTE KAXKRXK Gowon to embark on 
present course, ‘ Mbanefo emphasized that Biafrans are convinced present 
conflict matter of survival for them and that KX FMG-Northern intention 
is to crush Ibos once and for all. 

3. Mbanefo hoped outside world would understand that Biafra could never 
surrender and face such massacres. It must therefore fight to bitter 
end, continuing struggle if necessary QUOTE XH in every village and on 
every street corner in East UNQUOTE. Mbanefo appreciated USG refusal 
provide arms to FMG and said presence of MX&XKH MIG's would increase 
number of casualties but would not affect ultimate outcome. He failed 
understand objectives of Western diplomacy, which apparently designed to 
preserve federation that could not survive and indeed may already be dead. 
4, Dr. Njoku criticized unnamed QUOTE well meaning liberals UNQUOTE he 
had talked to in London for their completely unrealistic view of Nigeria 
as one nation. He believed Western diplomacy had contributed to disin- 
tegration of Nigeria through Western encouragement and moral support of 
Gowon. Fact is, according to Njoku, federation is dead and cannot be 
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| see resurrected, _| 
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[s, Mbanefo stated that since neither FMG nor Biafra would surrender, ~ 
immediate problem was how to avoid further bloodshed. Biafrans are 
frustrated at their inability to stir even mildest of ®& protest in rest 
of world against what is now happening. Biafrans remain willing to talk 
to FMG but outside help required to get talks started. They have tried 
to stimulate initiatives on part other African states but failed because 
of (a) Gowon's insistence that present dispute is purely internal and 
(b) AF states unwillingness to move without US-UK backing. 

6. Mbanefo hoped USG and British could use their influence behind the 
scenes to stimulate other AF states to bring two sides together at 
negotiating table. He recognized existing conditions on both sides made 
this difficult but believed main obstacle is Gowon's view that BHEEXHA 
outside mediation would constitute interference in Nigeria's internal 
affairs. He believes US and UK, acting in concert with other AF states, 
could bring enough pressure on Gowon to cause him to negotiate. Mbanefo 
cana East would agree to talk QUOTE without conditions MNNK®RKX UNQUOTE 


in first instance if FMG did same, but later indicated that Biafra's 


Ser I al Made De ie ok 


sovereignty not negotiable in long run. 


7. In passing, MK Mbanefo alleged Awolowo's support of FMG is under 


ke | | 


duress and due only to KHREXHHX¥ continuing presence of Northern troops | 
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[in Lagos and West. He said FMG had grossly exaggerated minorities 7” 


problem in East and insisted indiscriminate massacres in North had 
created sense of unity in Biafra which unthinkable few years ago, 

8. Except for para 6 above, Mbanefo made no appeal for USG assistance 
(or recognition) but vowed that if no peaceful negotiations with FMG are 
possible, presence of MIG's would not prevent Biafra from successfully 
REEXNEXH resisting FMG attempts to crush it. 

9. As agreed at outset, Deptoff only listened, and made no substantive 
comments or response. Mbanefo indicated delegation would return to New 
York afternoon August 31 but would be in US until around September 6. He 
said delegation desired no publicity while in US and appeared not to 
resent USG inability receive delegation formally. He did not reveal other 
appointments in Washington or elsewhere, but Dept presumes they will be 


seeing several other people, including Congressmen. 
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AMEMSASSY LONDON 128 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 78 
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- in Se SUBJ! NIGERIA ae f vA a | 4 . 
i oe sgeateent ee D es i =, 
ae CREF) STATE. 309875 pe rc > gape 


bu FOLLOWING: CALL. SEPTEMBER id sponta NENT At FOREIGN 
MINTSTRY (DIRECTOR GENERAL POLITICAL AFFAIRS THEMIOOT . 
ON’ ANOTHER MATTER (AZORES SHIPPING NEGCYLTATIONS je BROUGHT: 
UP NIGEPIAN SITUATION’ AND AFTER PROVICT NG.STATEMENT 
USG POLICY {STATE 24224}. AS AMPLIFIED IN STATE 772060 
MADE APPROACH AS INSTRUCTED PARAGRAPH 4 REF DEPTELs - 

“AND THEN INVITED ener AOR VIEWS AND POSLTION» 


a. 


- oa ce _ 
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S ECR E T SEGTEON 1 OF 2 6367 SFP &F* SED HALLIGAN: COUNTRYS 
NIGERI Ae SUBJECT; VFDATE CUSRENT PMGSEASTERN MTL SLTUATION. DIA 
FOR DIACOe CINCSTRIKE FOR $TRIZ-Ce DA FOR aCSle 


To LTC BISALLA, ACTING CYS HIGES LAN ARMY? GAIO THIS MORNING 

(G1 SEP} THATS 
AP"PRETTY GCOD SLUGGING MATCH" MAS REEN GoING ON GYER Last 
SEVERAL DAYS BETWEEN OQPPCSING FUNCES KA FRONT: NUMBER 

OF "DETERMINED EASTERN ATTACKS" Had Fag FORCES WITHDRAW 
VILLAGE OPT (S647NG726E) SOUTH FAS TO THAT ATTACKS HAD 
BEEN CONTAINED NORTH OF VILLAGE: IN HALL aCTiIanys 


j PAGE 2 RUTALS alee@/1cc Same er Pe oa 


ON 31 AUG FMG TROOPS HAO SETZED KEY ROAR uct aes VILLAGE EMA 
ALUMONA (@64S5NQ727E] (ALSO BOUTHE AS WATCH KAD GEEN 
HELD TO THIS TIME @Y EASTERN oe E SAyo ENG FORCES — 
NOW HELD ROTH ENDS ROAD RUNNING E HA ALUCMONA APPROX 
SEVENTEEN MILES TO TWON IKEM eee ! He ATTEMPT 
CLEAR ENTIRE RoAve IF THIS CLAIM VALICDe FMG F 2S HOLD 
-SHGNIFICANT ROAD NET NOPTH NORTH FAST OF FNUSL FROM IKEM 
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THROUGH OBOLO FKE TO OBNLO ON ROUTE THREE amp #ROM Teen By 
TO EHA ALUMONA ALSO ROUTE THREE FOURTEEN MILES SOUTH OF mr 
B> TWO NIGERIAN AIR FORCE DC+38 DEPARTED TKEWA ATRFIEL 5. care 
Z1f5@GAUG LOCAL FOR BOMBING MISSIONS AGAINGT TARGETS IN EAST. 
PLANES WERE ARMED WITH “PROPER ROMBS*® (MEANING ACTUAL AERIAL 
BOMBS AS OPPOSED "JERRY RIGGED” SOMBS WRICH HAVE BEEN USED 
BOTH SIDES IN PAST«) UPON RETURN PILOTS REPORTED TWEY HAD 
DROPPED THREE SOMBS OKRIKA, THREE PORT PASCOMRT AIRPORT, AND 
TWO CALABAR ATRPEURT. PILOTS NUT SURE RESULTS oe AREAS | 

BUT PILOT AT HARCOURT ATRPORT THOUGHT HE MIGHT HAVE RIT TOWN 
INSTEAD AIRPORT» PILOT OKRIKA SAW"SOMP SMOKE AND FLAMES 

BUT NOT CERTAIN HE HAD HIT PETROL STORAGE Parti ITiess 


Co Lees JET ATTACKS AGAINST BENIN A®EA &AD BERN DIRECTED FOR 


PAGE 3 RUTALS atee@vicc Ss oE c RoE T 

LAST TWO DAYS AT TWO SPECIFIC TARGETS FIRS a TKPOBA HEEL Ar 
IKPOBA VILLAGE (W6Z2NQ53(E) NE REM TN Peagre Sis WHICH 1s MMAJOR 

ENEMY. ‘COMMAND POST"s AND»! ‘SECOND: OLUKU CROSSFIOADS (G628NG536E } 
NORTH ‘BENIN INTERSECTION ROUTE ST¥ WEST TO ORE AND ROUTE NINE 
NORTH ‘TO: SORE, IFON AND OWO. WHICH WTMEORTANT TROOP CONCENTRATION® 5 
SOURCE THOUGHT - RESULTS HERE "GOOD" SaSEn UPON FILCGT REPORTS - ‘FROM 
SECOND DAYS BOMBING. aes ee cane POM LAGCSs ON RETURN 
TRIP FRON BENIN QNE OF JE {POSSIBLY WAF 4a]71 KAR "COMMUNICATION 
ON NAVICATIONAL Seo ee AND MISSED LAGGS ATFPORT WHEN: 

PILOT SPOTTED ATR ‘PORT COTOHOUs DAHOME %. PILOT SET PLANE DOWN 

AB FUEL MNEARLY OUT". IN LANDING TIRE SLOWN AND PLANE 

FORCED REMAIN cOTONGY OVERNITE® IT EXPECTED RETURN TODAY e 


2e DATTS PRIME ‘SUPREME MIL: OUNCIL. (SMC) SOURCE CONFIRMED 
ABOVE. INFO BUT DED -NOT SEEM OVERLY CONFI OUNT RESULTS DCH 3 
ATTACKS ‘YESTERDAY SOURCE SalD PLANES WOULD GO RACK QKRIKA 
TARGETS © palace SGURCE. SAIM FMG ANTICIFATED NG TROUBLE _ : 
HAVING . ‘NAF MOET RELEASED BY GOVT DAHOMEY AS PLANE LANDED IN: 
EMERGENCY SITUATION." QUERIFD DIRECTLY GN SITMATION NORTH 


NSUKKA SOURCE SATQ hE. BELTEVED | SITUATION GOOD TERE FROM FMG - 


POINT VIEWe” HE eet THERE LIT? LE CHANCE FNG LOSING CONTROL 
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OF AREA TO CONTRARY, HE MAINTAINED FMG FORCES THERE" VERY 5 
VERY. STRONG"s HE SAID"WE WAITING FOR COUPLE OF THINGS (sitc} 
(UNSPECIFIEDs BUT PERHAPS MIGS AND/OR SOME HEAVIER EQUIPMENT 
OR GUNS) AND THEN WE WILL BF CAPARLE "SUBSTANTIAL OFFENSIVE 
THAT AREA" SOURCE ALSO SAIN HE DID NO THINKG FMG FORCES ~ 
HAD TAKEN AUCHI AS YET RUT YE BELIEVED THEY ON OUTSKIRTS, 
THEREOF *® WHEN QUERIED AS To STRENGTH FMG FORCES. ON ROUTES | 
WEST AND NORTH OUT OF MIlo«WEST IN LIGHT THEIR CAPABILITY CONe 
TAIN DETERMINED EASTERN THRUST OUT OF MIDs WEST» SOURCE SAID 
nWE ARE VERY STRONG ALL ALONG THOSE ROADS" 6 


Be IN FACT MANY RECURRING TALES LASOS AREA. RUSSINA TRAINER 
PILOTS FOR MIG§ HAD REFUSED TRAIN OTHER THAN NIGERIAN PILOTS 
ON MIGS» AND IN RESPONSE DIRECT GUESTION ON SITUATION» SMC 
SOURCE SAICs CATAGORICALLY, THIS MOT SO¢ HE SAID RUSSIANS 
MARE TRAINING NIGERIAN AS WELL AS NON*eNIGERIANS ON THE MIasm 
(SIC)+ (UeKe DEFENSE ADVISOR HAS SAME LINE F 

OM HIS FMG . 

SOURCES IN POSTTION KNOW) (AT TnoIS POINT DATT NOT IN POSITION 
KNOW WHE THER. SoURCE'S CLAIM VALIE OR NOT 6 HOWEVER» SOURCE HAS 
BREN FRANK AND OFEN ON WHOLE SUBJECTS THUS» HIS MOTIVE IN. 
SAYING RUSSIANS wOULD TRAIN PILOTS OTHER THAN NIGEREANS IF 


PAGE 5 RUTALS al62/1CC SE CRE a . 
THIS. TURNS OUT NOT TG BE SO IS NGT CLEAR THIS TIME}. 


4o IN CONNECTION TnTS MATTERS NOGNe NIGERIAN oe “§ FOR MIGS» 
EMBASSY OFFICER HAD SEVERAL VISITS OVER LAS SEVERAL DAYS FROM 
AMCIT FRANCIS ANTHONY BLESKIEs PeCGe BOX io7s HASTINGS: PAs 
whlO CARRIED Ue *Se PILOTS LICENSE | NUMBER ATK=261947 ASMEL 
FOR Ce 46y DC#*3, AND LOCKEED 18+ HE ALSO CLAIMED HE HAD 
CANADIAN AND IRANIAN PAPERS FOR DCs 4e THESE PAPERS NOT WITH 
HTMe BALESKIE SATD HE -HAD .COME NIGERIA UPON OFFER 8 a9 NIGERIAN 
POUNDS PER MONTH TO FLY FOR FMGe HE ALLEGED HE DECTDED NOT FLY 
BECAUSE ‘HE HAD QUESTION INSURANCE PROVISIONS PROVIBDEDo BALESKIE 
SAID THAT HE HAD SPENT "SEVERAL pays" IBADAN WHERE HE HAD y 

; TALKED | TO NE IVE OF SEVEN ENGLISH PILOTS AND ONE DUTCH PILOT 
THEREAT" WHO WERE"WAITING To TAKE MIG TRAINING". THESE PILOTS 
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| WERE UNDERGOING GROUND TRAINING ON MIG EQUIPMENTs SYSTEMS AND 
ETC BUT HAD NOT YET BEEN UP IN MIGe BALESKIE SAID ONE MIG 

| ALREADY BEING USED FOR TRAINING AT KANO ANO OTHERS REING 

| ASSEMBLEDe BALESKIE SAID HE HAD NOT SEEN THEM, BUT HE “HAD 
ke BEEN TOLD" BY PILOTS AT IBADAN THAT THERE TWO"PROVOST JETS” 
| \ ALSO IN "THE NORTH". (DATT COMMENT’ BALESKIE°S STORY COMES 
SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE TO FACTS KOWN AND REPORTED THAT HIS STORY 
| MUST NOT BE DISMTSSED OUT OF HAND). 
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Ref: State 30794 
1. After meeting with Mbanefo delegation described reftel, Hamilton of 


White House staff, following usual White House procedure of hearing out 


OPOCTE el 


protest groups, also met with them simply for purpose of listening. Oji 
and reps Washington law firm also present. Dept. informed of meeting 
ZHEEEWH Subsequently. 

2. Meeting arranged at request law firm which was informed at length 
that fact of meeting had no significance re US position in Nigerian 
struggle, and that any attempt use it for that purpose would be most 
unfortunate and counter-productive. Ambassador Martins not informed. 


3. Delegation's comments to Hamilton followéd. same general lines reported 


reftel. 
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